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File:  Pentecost 16C Deuteronomy 30: 11-20 

 Dear Friends in Christ, Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen! 

      An old axiom is never go grocery shopping when you’re hungry.  The 

reason is obvious most people end up buying more than they want and do a lot of 

impulse buying.  How do you go about making decisions?  Some people are 

inclined to be the “bottom line” type of person.  Almost everything comes down to 

dollars and cents.  They’re the type that when someone says about something “Oh 

you can’t put a price on that; they say yes you can and pull out the receipt or the 

bill.”   

There are people who make decisions based on feel.  I’m going to have ice 

cream today, let me see do I feel like vanilla or chocolate.  Or when people look at 

homes sometimes there is just a “feel” when you walk into a place.  Interestingly a 

lot of people choose a home church based on the “feel”.  There are those who make 

decisions based on their list of pros and cons.  Depending on the circumstance and 

the magnitude of the decision your process may be different. 

 How do you make decisions when it comes to the really big stuff in life, the 

life changing stuff?  We all go through a process of some kind whether we realize 

it or not. 
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 One of and I would argue the most important decisions a person who 

professes to follow Jesus makes in life is how close are we going to let God get to 

us.  Will being a Christian be like a hobby where it’s just one part of a balanced 

life, you know spiritual, social, physical and emotional?  Or will we allow God 

close enough so that being a Christian isn’t what we do on occasion but more about 

who we are?     

I have to say, that for me personally it can at times be kind of scary to let 

God get that close because it can change the decision making process.  Decisions 

that are sometimes made based on a feeling, number crunching or on impulse 

become more about what does God want.  And I don’t mean saying “Well God 

wants this” as a simple way of justifying what I really want.  I mean what does 

God really want?  At first glance it can be kind of scary to let God get that close. 

The reading from Deuteronomy is one of the great scenes in the Bible.  

Moses has led the people of Israel through the desert for 40 years.  He’s been 

faithful to God in leading The Israelites despite their faithfulness and 

unfaithfulness to The Lord.  They’re on the edge of reaching The Promised Land 

and after 40 years you can imagine their excitement, they can taste it.  Moses will 

not make it to The Promised Land so he gives them some final instructions.   
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Even though the Israelites WOULD reach the The Promised Land their 

future was uncertain.  And how the people responded to the Word of God would 

help shape that future. 

What I love about the passage is that he begins by saying that what he is 

about to tell them is not beyond their ability to understand or beyond their reach.  

Moses is saying you can get this, you can understand this, no excuses this time.  He 

says in verse 14 “No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart so you may obey it.” 

And I love that because I think it’s pretty easy for us who say we are 

Christians to say stuff like “we’ll I’m not really sure what God wants me to do 

here” or “I’m not sure what God’s will is”  and at times that may be true.  But I 

also believe a lot of times we do know exactly what God wants us to do and the 

closer we let God to the core of our being the scary it might be because it may 

change the way we make a decision. 

So Moses  says in vs. 15-16 “See, I set before you today life and prosperity, 

death and destruction.  For I command you today to love the Lord your God, to 

walk in his ways, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws;  then you will live 

and increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are entering to 

possess.”    
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Doesn’t seem like much of a choice; let me see I can choose life and 

prosperity or death and destruction—kind of a no-brainer.  He says it again in 

verses 19-20  READ OUT LOUD From The Bible.  What’s really interesting 

here is this wasn’t a choice about whether to choose God or not or to believe in 

God or not.  The Israelites are already God’s chosen people.  God made a covenant 

with them.  The choice they have to make is about how will they live in this 

established relationship  How close will they let God get to the core of their being 

and how will that influence their decision making process. 

It’s very much like a marriage where after two people make lavish promises, 

a covenant if you will, in their marriage vows.  They then have to choose each day 

how they will live and grow into them.  Will it be a marriage of intentional loving 

and respectful behavior and careful consideration about how to treat one another?  

Or will it be a marriage of convenience or just hoping things turn out ok?   

Like the Israelites and like a marriage, everyone who claims to be a 

Christian makes that choice each day, the choice of how close will we REALLY 

let God get.  It’s the biggest choice we make.  And if we let God get real close and 

we choose life and prosperity as the text says what does that look like?  When it 

says prosperity some eyes kind of light up as if it say wow if I choose to let God 

get close that mean I’m going to get rich?  No, what it means is that the 

relationship with God and others prospers.  They become relationships of 
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abundance that give life, rather than relationships that suck the life out of us. and 

filled  

So then what does choosing life and abundance look like?  When we let God 

get close and I mean really close, closer than a hobby, closer than a convenience, 

closer than our “go to guy” when in trouble, it means God influences our decision 

making process when it comes to choosing how close we’ll let God get to us and 

also how we’ll influence others.    

Choosing life can actually be taking the first step towards asking for 

forgiveness.  Choosing life can be not only saying we forgive someone when they 

ask, but forgiving them even when they don’t.  Choosing life is offering 

encouragement and constructive help rather than innuendos, biting comments, 

sarcasm, gossip or a roll of the eyes.  Choosing life is listening and trying to see a 

point from the other person’s perspective rather than assuming we know it all and 

are always right.  Choosing life is about taking a long hard look in the mirror at 

ourselves and not pretending to be someone that we aren’t but trying to discover 

what God intends us to be.   

Choosing life in this context isn’t just about, hey I love life it’s a good thing.  

Choosing life is saying I really do want to know how God wants me to live and I 

want to live that way. 
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I find it sad when people think oh I wouldn’t want to let God get THAT 

close, look at all of the fun I have to give up, look at the money I can’t keep for 

myself, look at the stuff I might choose not to have or buy.  I feel bad that they 

think of it as all of the stuff they give up or can’t do rather than what they can do, 

rather than the kind of attitudes they can develop towards God and others.  It’s not 

that way at all, it’s about choosing God’s way, it’s about choosing life and real 

prosperity in the long run. 

And what makes it possible to follow the path of choosing life and 

prosperity?  Very simple:  Through the death and resurrection of Christ, God chose 

life for you and me.  In choosing life for you and me God clings to us even when 

we would push God or others away.   

I think it’s like this in a strange kind of way.  Growing up I never lived 

around my grandparents because we moved around a bit.  My grandma Walbolt, 

her name was Helen was let’s just say a on the “fluffy” side.  As a child, on the 

rare occasions when we would see our grandparents she would grab me, pull me 

into her “fluffiness” and give me a big long grandma hug.   

Here was this woman I barely knew giving me this amazing hug and I was 

kind of like “Okay that’s enough you can let go now” but she would continue the 

embrace.  It felt awkward to me, but to her as a grandmother, even  with a 
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grandson she barely knew it was perfectly normal and loving.  As I grew older and 

heard her stories I came to really love her and would have done anything for her. 

I think it’s kind of that way with God, God really does grab a hold of us with 

this amazing love and sometimes we resist and sometimes we kind of push away 

for all kinds of reasons.  But his desire for us is to choose life and make progress in 

living the way he wants, not as a way of earning that embrace, but as a way of 

growing into it.  And the more we mature in faith the more we understand that love 

and choose the path of life, the way of God. 

You see, every single day, every single moment, every single time we 

worship God has given us the freedom to choose the way of life or as the passage 

says, the way of death, the way of reconciliation or of anger, the way of gracious 

forgiveness or harmful gossip, the way of vision and mission and generosity or the 

way of complacency.   

Know that God loves you, that you are chosen by God and God has chosen 

life for you. Today I invite you to choose the way of life, the way of prosperity and 

allow God to become closer and closer to who you are at your core. Allow God to 

be involved in the way you make decisions. Might it change some of the decisions 

we make?  Absolutely but in the long run they will become the choices for life and 

prosperity.  In Jesus name Amen! 


