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File:  Believe: Chapter two Personal God 

 Dear Friends in Christ, Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen! 

 Last week Pastor Melissa got us started off on the right foot with our 

BELIEVE series as we learned that Scripture reveals to us that  God isn’t just a 

generic “Big Guy Upstairs”.  In such a politically correct culture where everything 

is relative and you aren’t supposed to make any truth claims because somebody 

might get offended---the fact is either this God is real or not.  God can’t be kind of 

real and kind of not real.  And what you believe about that matters because it takes 

you down two very different paths.  Because if God’s not real or just kind of real 

then who cares----BUT if God is real, if God is TRUTH then it really matters. 

Today we jump in to the truth revealed in Scripture that God is a very 

personal God and is involved in and cares about your daily life.  Our verse of the 

week Psalm 121 encapsulates this so beautifully “I lift my eyes to the hills, where 

does my help come from?  My help comes from the Lord the maker of heaven and 

earth” It acknowledges the one true God and The personal nature of The Lord.  To 

say and really believe we have a personal God that is involved in and cares about 

my daily life takes it to a whole deeper level.  WOW—individualized attention 

from God.     
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We make the move every day from believing something is kind of 

generically true to it becoming very personal every day.  People get married every 

day and it’s no big deal unless it’s you or your child getting married then it gets 

very personal very fast.  It’s estimated that 350,000 babies are born every day 

around the world and that’s great but when it’s your baby or your grandchild being 

born it’s intensely personal it’s no longer just one of those 350,000 births.  A 

number of years ago I checked in for shoulder surgery and after a few minutes Dr. 

Freehill talks to me about the general anesthesia, its risks and the procedure.  For 

him it was clearly a pretty standard kind of pre surgery talk.  He’s talking rather 

matter of factly and makes it sound like for him it’s like he’s going to SA to fill up 

his tank  and pick up a loaf of bread on the way home.  And I’m thinking to 

myself, you may do this all the time but hey this is my shoulder.  For me it was 

intensely personal. 

  A personal God sounds great, but frankly a lot of the time we want it both 

ways.  We want a personal God when we launch our prayers of desperation 

heavenward.  Even people who say they don’t believe will say “A prayer can’t 

hurt”.  That kind of a personal God is awesome.  One who jumps in and fixes stuff.  

We also want a personal God when things get a little grey?  Lord should I take the 

job or not, Lord, should I marry this person, Lord where should I go to school, 

Lord, a little help and guidance here would be appreciated. 
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But we don’t always want a personal God.  We don’t really want God 

peeking into our check book, or hanging out with us in front of the computer at 

2AM.  We don’t really want a personal God when it comes to coveting or telling---

you know just a really small lie.  Do we really want a personal God when it comes 

to taking the Lord’s name in vain?  No we don’t we always want a personal God.  

A lot of the time we’d rather God not be involved in our lives or call into question 

some of the stuff going on.  So we default to the Santa Claus version of a personal 

God whose job it is to just make us happy.   

The witness of Scripture is THAT God doesn’t exist.  Scripture cleanses our 

mind of how we try to make God into what we think God should be and reveals to 

us that we have an intensely personal Lord, all of the time.  Why?  Because God’s 

got skin in the game “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 

son that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  God’s not 

only got skin in the generic game of life but He’s got skin thin the game of your 

intensely personal life. 

 Scripture paints a picture for us of God who desires to be close to you.  

Isaiah 57:15 “For this is what the high and lofty One says-he who lives forever, 

whose name is holy;  I live in a high and holy place but also with him who is 

contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart 

of the contrite.”  While God dwells in in eternity, while in many ways God is 
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beyond our complete understanding and holds the entire universe in hand, no 

matter how big God is He wants to as it says “revive your heart, to revive your 

spirit.”  God wants to share life with you, God’s favorite place is to be with you. 

Now that’s personal. 

 James 4:8 “Come near to God and he will come near to you…humble 

yourselves before the Lord and he will lift you up.”  God wants to be close to you 

and invites you to take a step towards the Lord and the Lord will take a step 

towards you.  That’s a personal God.  

 God not only desires to be close to you but God also sees you.  Psalm 139 

reminds us “O Lord, you have searched me and you know me.  You know when I 

sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar.  You discern my going out 

and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways.  Before a word is on my 

tongue you know it completely, O Lord.  You hem me in—behind and before; you 

have laid your hand upon me.  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me too lofty 

for me to attain.”   

You’ve never had a thought in your mind or a word on your lips that God 

didn’t know.  Nothings ever been done in secret that God didn’t see.  You might 

say, well what if I change my mind about something, well God knew that too, we 

can’t just say “Hey, fooled you there God, you thought I was going to do this and 
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then I did that”  No God knew you were going to change your mind before you 

did. 

 I think one thing that gets in the way of us recognizing we have this personal 

God is we think that God doesn’t really know us that well, after all there are times 

when we don’t really know ourselves that well.  But when God looks at you and 

sees all of the stuff you wish he didn’t see he still sees you---even all of that 

STUFF---God is crazy about you!  Absolutely crazy! 

 God not only desires to be close to you and sees you but God loves you.  It 

can seem a pretty tired and worn statement, you know kind of just for kids in 

Sunday School.  But when you receive that truth from this very personal God it can 

rock your world.  Ephesians 3: 18  “And I pray that you, being rooted and 

established in love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how 

wide, and long and high and deep is the love of Christ and to know this love that 

surpasses knowledge---that you may be filled with the measure of all the fullness of 

God.” 

 Length, height and width is the equation for volume.  In other words the 

volume of God’s love for you is incredible.  That kind of love is very personal.  It 

means that when things are going great, God loves you, when things are falling 
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apart God loves you, when you’re at your best and when you’re at you’re worst 

God could not possibly love you anymore. 

I hope you’ve read or are going to read your Believe book.  It outlines verse 

after verse that reveals to us a personal God.  Sometimes we may have a hard time 

believing God is personal because we have so many questions about life.  I see the 

devastation in Haiti after the earthquake and I come home and turn the furnace on 

and turn the faucet on and get clean water and don’t have to worry about Cholera 

and I really wonder about a personal God. 

Clearly life for us and others doesn’t always go the way we want, stuff 

happens and we don’t understand the timing, we see stuff around the world and it 

just doesn’t make sense.  But just because God doesn’t do things the way we think 

God should do them doesn’t mean God isn’t personal. 

 There are also a lot of competing voices in your life that are very loud, 

clamoring not only for your attention but for your heart.  The voice of bills, the 

voice of yoga or micro brews, or being successful, the voice of sports all clamoring 

for your heart and none of them are bad.  But there’s another voice out there, the 

voice of a very personal God who wants his voice to be the primary one you hear 

in life that wants to draw you nearer to himself and says to you ““Come to me all 

who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest, Take my yoke upon you and 
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learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls.” 

 And invites you as the Psalm says to “look to the hills and recognize your help 

comes from the Lord the maker of heaven and earth.” 

 When you believe God is personal it changes the way you look at things and 

experience The Lord.   Does it mean you “feel” this personal nature every day, 

maybe not but it doesn’t mean it’s not true.  When you understand God is intensely 

personal you begin to see that whether you’re feeling it or not The Lord is with 

you, he’s with you at home, at work, at school in every relationship win both the 

good and the bad and tough moments and despite all that he still loves you.  

 Oh yeah, today it gets personal and I mean really person why?  Because we 

have a personal God.   

 

Let us pray:   9:00    Oh how he loves you and me, he gave his life what more 

could he give—personal and skin in the game  

 

10:45:  God you are good and your mercy endures forever—personal God and you 

have skin in the game  


