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Calvin’s Sermon 11/27/16 

 Welcome to Servant of Christ where we’re working through our year-long series called 

“Believe: Think. Act. Be.” We’ve been going through different topics each week, and so far 

we’ve been going through our core beliefs as Christians. We’ve talked about God, and how God 

is a personal God. We’ve talked about Salvation, the Bible, our Identity in Christ and the Church. 

Before we get into this morning’s topic, let me say a prayer for us. 

Prayer 

 In the first few weeks we read about creation, and how God created everything and saw 

that it was good; that God created us to be in relationship with God and with each other. We’ve 

realized that we are important because we are children of God, and we learned about the Church, 

though imperfect, is God’s primary means of accomplishing God’s purpose on earth. And now 

we’ve come to our topic for this morning: Humanity. The key questions I want to look at today 

are: 1) How does God see us? 2) How should we see each other? 3) If Christ is our Savior, what 

are we called to do?  

So let’s get into it. Let’s look at what God thinks of us by opening up our Bibles to that 

passage that was just read in Luke chapter 7, verses 36 through 50. Right now grab a Bible that is 

underneath one of the chairs in front of you and turn to Luke 7. In this passage Jesus is eating at 

the home of a prominent religious leader when a woman who is well known as a sinner walks in 

(which probably means she was a prostitute), gets on her hands and knees and starts washing 

Jesus’ feet with a very expensive scented oil. After she’s down washing his feet she starts to kiss 

them over and over again. Naturally people start to talk. 
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To put this into perspective, let’s imagine that a prostitute that is known to linger on 

street corners in Champlin came into Servant of Christ and gave me the biggest hug and started 

giving me money. If there weren’t a few whispers or sideways glances I’d start to question 

whether or not we were human. 

But Christ doesn’t care about his reputation; he lets the woman continue to kiss his feet 

and tells a little story about people who owe some money. One person owes let’s say $100 and 

the other owes $1,000, and the person that they both owe the money two cancels their debt. 

“Who loves the debt canceller more?” Jesus asks. His host answers correctly, “The one who 

owed more money.” Duh. The person who owes 10x more money is a little bit more grateful. 

And in that story lies the truth about God’s love for us. It doesn’t matter if we owe one hundred 

dollars or one thousand. It doesn’t matter what we’ve done, where we come from, who we’ve 

wronged, God always cancels our debt. 

How was that debt canceled? It has everything to do with the verse of the week that we 

read together earlier…arguably the most famous verse in the Bible – John 3:16, “For God so 

loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.” God loves us so much that God came to earth in the form of a human and 

died on the cross, acting as the last sacrifice to forgive our sins. 

Here’s a really important thing about God’s love, too. God loves us all an equal amount, 

which is more than we could ever comprehend, but also loves each of us completely uniquely. 

Let me use a visual to help drive this point home. [Glasses of water with food coloring] Let’s 

pretend that each of these glasses is a different person, and that these pitchers of water are God’s 

love for us. We read in earlier weeks that God is the creator of everything, and that means that 
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God created you, too. God created you to be exactly who you are. God spent time on you…gave 

you talents and skills…gave you your quirks and wit…God loves everything about you. God is 

crazy about you! And while God loves everyone equally, God loves us uniquely. God pours out 

love into us until we’re overflowing, but uniquely. See? God loves this person the reddest, and 

this person the greenest, and this person the yellowest, and this person the bluest. No two people 

are loved in the same way, but everyone is loved overflowingly. If it were just you on this planet 

and no one else ever, the verse would still be there and would read, “For God so loved you that 

he sent his one and only Son, that if you believe in him you will not perish but have eternal life.” 

God would have died just for you…God wouldn’t have needed billions to save. 

Let’s go back again to that passage in Luke 7. What does the host, Simon, say after the 

woman comes in and starts to wash Jesus’ feet? He says, “If Jesus were really a Godly person 

he’d know what kind of woman this is.” Jesus would know that we don’t welcome HER KIND 

here. Jesus would know that SHE ISN’T A GOOD PERSON. If Jesus were Godly he’d know 

WHAT SHE HAS DONE. Jesus would know that SHE ISN’T WORTH ANYTHING. And Jesus 

stops him and says that the only difference between the woman kissing his feet and the man who 

had Jesus over for dinner was the amount that they loved Christ. She had much to be forgiven 

for, and just like anyone else, Christ forgave her. 

If Jesus responded like that, then what is our response to people? How should we see 

humanity? We should see humanity through the eyes of God. We should see people with 

overwhelming love. We should treat people the way God does…better than anyone could ever 

deserve. Some people it’s easy to love. It’s easy to love our family; easy to love our friends; easy 

to love people who agree with us; easy to love people who look like us, worship like us, 

celebrate like us, mourn like us…but it’s difficult to love some people. 
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I’m talking about in-laws, that annoying kid at school, that co-worker that never seems to 

get what should be coming to them. I’m talking about the nosey neighbor and the person who 

doesn’t know how to merge or drive the speed limit. I mean those people that you disagree with 

their parenting style…maybe those people are our own kids raising our grandkids. I’m talking 

about that person who hurt someone you love. 

What about the people who are really hard to love? Based on some conversations I’ve 

had and the very real frustrations I’ve heard people express, it might be difficult to love the 

Black Lives Matter protester that is blocking the freeway or camping outside of the Governor’s 

mansion; or you might have a hard time loving the person who is vocal about disagreeing with 

Black Lives Matter protesters. It might be difficult to love the Water Protectors in South Dakota 

who are blocking the Dakota Access Pipeline, or difficult to love the police and oil workers 

against them. It may be difficult to love people in the opposite political party; maybe those were 

family members over the Thanksgiving holiday. It may be difficult to love Hillary Clinton or 

Donald Trump. What about immigrants? Those are people who are wholly different from us. Is it 

hard to love them? Is it hard to love the gang members in your city? What about ISIS? 

Some of these are tremendously difficult people to love. It may even be offensive for us 

to even consider loving them! But the reality is, God loves each of those people just as much as 

anyone else, and in a completely unique way. You see, God loves EVERYONE regardless of who 

they are or what they’ve done. Again, the story in Luke 7, and how Christ loved a woman that 

everyone thought wasn’t welcome. 1 John 4:19 says, “We love because God first loved us.” And 

if God loves humanity first, then we, as the church, need to love humanity next. If God sees that 

person or group of people that may be offensive to even consider loving, then what should be 

offensive to us is: not loving them. 



5 
 

If God loves us completely and uniquely, and if we are called to love everyone else, then 

how do we love them? In my opinion, it all comes back to the Key Idea of the chapter that you 

read this past week in your believe book. “I believe that ALL people are loved by God and need 

Jesus Christ as their Savior.” That last part of the verse is the most important part for how we 

love. All people need Jesus Christ as their Savior. 

When the woman came into the house, threw herself on the floor and bathed Jesus’ feet 

in expensive scented oil and kisses, Jesus didn’t just give her a hug and say, “I love you for who 

you are; go in peace.” No, Jesus said, “Your sins are forgiven. Your faith has saved you; go in 

peace.” Jesus acted as her Savior! He recognized that she had done a lot of things that were 

against God’s plan and forgave her because of her faith. Jesus also didn’t call her out for specific 

sins and say that she needed forgiveness for those. Nope. Jesus saw her faith and forgave all of 

her sins because of it. 

As the church we have been forgiven of our sins and loved completely and uniquely. We 

know firsthand what it’s like to have been given grace when we don’t deserve it, and now it’s 

our turn to bring that saving grace to others. We have a Savior in Christ, and we have dedicated 

our lives to following Christ’s example. 

We need to bring love to the people it’s easy to love, and love to the people it’s difficult 

to love. We need to see everyone through God’s eyes and love everyone like God does, with 

overflowing and unique love. Bringing that love isn’t about pointing out what we think are sins 

in their life that they need to be forgiven of, it’s about sharing our faith as a way of leading them 

to faith in Christ. And we need to remember that we have sinned, too, and that we are in need of 

a Savior, too. One of the things I noticed about the passage is that Jesus doesn’t let his host, 
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Simon, off the hook. He doesn’t use a story about someone who doesn’t owe anything and 

someone who owes $1,000. Jesus makes it clear that everyone has sinned and needs to be 

forgiven. 

When we see others through God’s eyes, even the difficult ones, then we start to see 

people who need a Savior. When we ignore all of the reasons someone shouldn’t be loved and 

love them instead by sharing our faith with them, then we are in relationship with Humanity like 

God wants us to be. Let’s be offended at our human inclination to not love others. Let’s be 

offended at the idea that there is a certain kind of person out there that doesn’t deserve God’s 

love. Let’s go show overflowing and unique love to everyone by sharing our faith and bringing 

the good news of grace and forgiveness to all. 


