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    Identity in Christ 

I'm nobody! Who are you? 

Are you nobody, too? 

Then there's a pair of us -- don't tell! 

They'd banish us-- you know! 

 

How dreary to be somebody! 

How public like a frog 

To tell one's name the livelong day 

To an admiring bog!  

I was in Miss Burnham’s 7th grade English class when we were required to 

memorize a poem. The poem I just recited by Emily Dickinson was not only 

short, but it also named a feeling that I was having. That I was a nobody. 

I think most people have that feeling at some time in their lives it doesn’t have to 

be in 7th grade. It can be when you are older or younger and just feel like you are 

a nobody because no one else really sees you. 
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Thankfully, the next year in Mr. Hislop’s 8th grade English class I found out who I 

was! Mr. Hislop had us come up to his desk one at a time and sit in front of the 

whole classroom and each of our 30 other class mates would look us in the eye 

and tell us what we were the most or the best at and there was one person who 

was the recorder writing down the words that people said so each person had a 

copy to take home with them. 

But there was a catch I could only use each word one time. For instance only 

Patrick could be the smartest ( which he was) only Tony could be the best 

hunter, only Mary the best fisher and only Jeanna the best listener. 

So when it came around to me guess what I was the best at? There were 2 

words used most often to describe me : smilliest  and funniest. 

That was what people saw me as which was not such a bad thing. But it wasn’t 

the whole story. 

 Some of you may remember the story of Zacheus, or if you don’t 

remember the story maybe you remember this song from childhood,  

“Zacchaeus was a wee little man, 

A wee little man was he, 

He climbed up in a sycamore tree 
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For the Lord he wanted to see.” 

 Zacchaeus it probably sitting up in heaven right now cringing. Thinking, “Is 

that the way I will always be remembered? As a wee little man?” You see 

Zaccheus suffered from short man syndrome. The community saw him as a short 

man and he decided to pursue an alternate path to be somebody other than a 

short man. To become somebody instead of a nobody Zaccheus pursues wealth 

at the expense of his reputation. 

 Then one day Jesus comes to town on day and Zaccheus climbs up the 

sycamore tree to see Jesus. I understand that Zaccheus is short, but doesn’t that 

seem like an odd thing to do? I mean I am short, but I would never climb a tree to 

get a better look. It seems like a childish thing to do. 

 Jesus sees Zacheus and calls out to him and says, “Come down 

immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 

 Zaccheus is so glad that he comes down. Jesus has seen him. Jesus has 

even called him by name instead of just calling him tax collector like everyone 

else would. Jesus sees Zaccheus differently than the other people see him. 

 But the people in the crowd begin to mutter, “Jesus has gone to be the 

guest of a sinner.” 
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 Zaccheus hears the muttering. He is not deaf afterall! But because Jesus 

sees Zaccheus differently now Zacchueus also sees himself differently. So he 

stands up and says, “Lord, here and now I give half my possessions to the poor, 

and if I have cheated anybody out of anything. I will pay back four times the 

amount.” He wants to behave differently based on how Jesus sees him. 

Zaccheus shows this outward expression to try to make things right. 

 Jesus said to Zaccheus, “Today salvation has come to this house, 

because this man, too, is a son of Abraham.”  

 Zaccheus no longer needed to be wealthy to be somebody. Jesus saw him 

and recognized him as a child of God because he had faith just like Abraham had 

faith.  

 Or as our key verse from John 1: 12 says, “Yet to all who did receive him, 

to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 

 I think that when we really claim our identity as children of God, when we 

really see ourselves as Jesus sees us it can have some great applications in our 

lives. 

 Application #1 My worth comes from my position in Christ, not my 

performance. 

 Application #2 I live to express who I am in Christ, not to prove who I am. 
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 Some of you may have seen the classic movie “Chariots of Fire” which 

shows Scottish runner Eric Liddel at the 1924 Olymics in Paris. Liddel was a 

world class runner who found out that his event the 100 meter dash would be 

held on Sunday. Liddel was a devout Christian who decided not to run on 

Sunday, but ran the 400 meter race earlier in the week and won it. Probably the 

most quoted line from that movie is when Liddell says, “God made me fast and 

when I run I feel his pleasure.”  

 So the question is how do we live as children of God to feel God’s 

pleasure? Maybe you are a great gardener who feels God’s pleasure when 

tending the earth. Maybe you are a teacher in a classroom, at church, or at home 

who feels God’s pleasure when a persons eyes light up with new knowledge. 

Maybe you are a fixer of broken things, broken wood, broken pipes, broken 

wires, broken relationships, broken hearts, broken bodies and you feel God’s 

pleasure as you try to put these things back together. This could be expressing 

who you are as a Child of God. 

 Application #3 Because I am a child of God I can focus on building others 

up, not tearing them down. 

 As many of you have heard there were ugly, hateful, racial slurs written in 

a bathroom at Maple Grove High School and there purpose was to tear down 

people of color and make them feel like they are nobodies. The student body at 



6 
 

Maple Grove High School in response colored a large rock with the statement 

love conquers all and then wrote notes of encouragement for their fellow 

students. This gives me hope and I hope that because I am a child of God I can 

focus on building others up, not tearing them down. 

You are an ultimate somebody because you are related to an ultimate somebody 

and his name is Jesus Christ who by grace through faith has made us his 

brothers and sisters, children of God who can feel God’s pleasure in our lives 

because we know we are loved. 

  

 

 


