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File: Believe Ch. 6 Church 

 Dear Friends in Christ, Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and or 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen! 

 Congratulations church we’ve finished the first five chapters of Believe!  

That’s a big accomplishment to do anything new for five consecutive weeks 

especially when a person starts digging deeper into what they really believe.  

Because as we’re discovering what we really believe has major implications on 

what we do and who we are becoming.  This morning marks  a transition for us.   

Because in the first five weeks we talked 1
st
 about First God as Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.  In week 2 we talked about how we have a personal God who is 

involved in every aspect of our lives.  Week 3 we talked about Salvation and that a 

person comes into a right relationship with God by God’s grace through faith in 

Jesus Christ.  Week 4 We discovered that The Bible is the inspired word of God 

that is to guide our beliefs and actions and in week 5 we talked about our identity 

in Christ and that each person is significant because of our position as a child of 

God. 

 Think about those as the vertical nature of our relationship with God.  Each 

one of them is very personal having to do with you or me and our relationship and 

belief in God.  This morning’s shift is a big one because it deals with the question:  
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That’s great but now what?  That’s why today we talk about the church.  It’s what 

you might call the horizontal part of the relationship with the world. 

 The reading from 1
st
 Corinthians makes it clear that the church or what is 

often called the Body of Christ is interdependent and that we need each other.  We 

live in a time when a lot of people talk about being “spiritual but not religious”.  

Often that’s code language for someone who kind of thinks they believe in God but 

isn’t part of any religious community and would rather do Christianity on their 

own.  But I need to tell you that The Bible and Jesus know nothing of solo 

Christianity.  In fact it talks a lot about the community of believers. 

 People find their primary community in a lot of places.  For some their 

primary community revolves around their children’s sports teams, for others it’s a 

group of enthusiasts who share a common hobby, still others their primary 

community is their co-workers and the list goes on.   

I want to make clear that this morning when we talk about the church it’s not 

about making a case that a person’s life should revolve completely around the 

church but I hope that by the time I’m finished we’ll discover God’s design and 

desire for the church and that a community of spiritual friendships (there’s that 

SOC core value again) is really important if we really want to be and act more like 

Jesus. 
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 There are lots of different images that can pop into our heads when we think 

about Church.  It could be about a building and it’s physical appearance or an 

experience at a particular congregation, good or bad.  Those images and feelings 

form our view of church.  That can be a problem when we are trying to identify 

what the church is or what it’s supposed to be. 

  In the book of Acts we discover that the church is really the whole body of 

Christian believers.  It wasn’t a building and it was more than just worshipping 

together.  It was throughout the New testament a group of believers meeting 

together, yes for worship but also for mutual encouragement and support. 

 Having said that let me tell you what the church is not.  The church is not the 

church staff, it’s not the Pastors, church is not a well-crafted worship experience.  

Church is the men, women and children sitting with you today.  It’s people who 

who seek to devote themselves to God’s word, to fellowship and prayer, to sharing 

life with each other all the while praising God.   

Nowhere in Scripture do we find one reference to church being about the 

color of the carpeting or paint, the style of music, how people dress or any of the so 

many things that churches get sidetracked about.  Church is about a group of very 

different types of people pulling together bound under the name of Christ going 
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and doing something.  That’s why the cross is the most prominent think in this 

sanctuary and on the outside of the building 

 The church as designed, commissioned and empowered by God is given the 

task of sharing a message and helping others.  Living a life the way Jesus calls us 

to is a monumental task.    

 Doing as Jesus did, putting others before yourself, blessing your enemies, 

turning the other cheek, giving up financial control, talking to strangers, forgiving 

those who have hurt you to the very core, welcoming the outcast, accepting the 

reject all of these that Jesus calls us to do seems impossible.  That’s why the 

church is so amazing because let’s face the church is really a group of jacked up 

sinners choosing to try to behave like Jesus empowered by his love and 

forgiveness—quite amazing when you think about it. 

 But of course we’ve all put ourselves first, cursed our enemies, lashed out, 

been greedy, shunned strangers, held a grudge, rejected people and still Jesus 

wants to use us to show others what he can do through us.  He wants his church to 

show the world that he can take the outsider, the outcast, the sinner, the hater into a 

community driven by Jesus, called to be humble, loving sacrificial and centered on 

others so we might accomplish great things helping others to come to know God. 
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 You know as well as I do being the church together is an effort and it’s 

easier said than done.  Why because we are called to struggle for each other not 

against each other.  And that can be hard when the church has fallen short for many 

of us in the past.  Let’s get real:  The church of all places can and will disappoint 

you.  None of here are any better than another, nor is anyone more righteous in 

God’s eyes than others.   

 But it’s always tempting to hold up some idealized view of the church up 

against as author Tom Long has said “the gritty reality of the church”.  It’s not 

unlike when a young couple gets married and has an idealized view of what 

marriage will be like.  And then once the wedding is over they have to start 

navigating day to day living adjusting to the quirks and habits and attitudes of their 

new partner just as the partner must do to them.  They each bring their own 

baggage to their marriage. 

In the same way we all bring our own baggage to church and we all have 

expectations of what the church staff, the building and the people should be for us 

and do for us. And we get confused, frustrated, maybe even angry when people at 

church start acting like broken, hurting people.  People say or do stuff we don’t 

always like, we may not always agree with decisions that are made or music that’s 

selected or the flavor of the donuts or a program that’s going on and heaven forbid 

that other people at church might have struggles too.   
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 You see church isn’t a bunch of people who have “made it”, it’s a bunch of 

people like you and me, with doubts, fears, sins and issues all on the same path 

together.  As has been said the church is not a hotel for saints it’s a hospital for 

sinners, a place where it’s okay to not be okay.  Where you don’t have to pin your 

cheeks back into a smile as you pull into the parking lot.  Yeah sometimes church 

can be messy but frankly it’s the only kind of church Jesus is interested in.  In 

Mark 2:17 In the New Living Translation of The Bible it reads “When Jesus heard 

this he told them, healthy people don’t need a doctor-sick people do.  I have come 

to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are 

sinners.” 

 That’s why perfect people aren’t allowed, because if you’re perfect you 

don’t need Jesus.  So when you find a church that’s interacting with the hurting, 

supporting homeless shelters for kids, helping the food banks at the local high 

school and Jr. Hi, helping those in need with adopt a family, making sure no kid is 

turned away from camp and the list goes on don’t be surprised if that kind of 

church gets messy sometimes because that kind of church, like SOC  and so many 

others are probably doing what Jesus calls it to do. 

 That’s why keeping the main thing the main thing is so important—it’s all 

about Jesus.  Would you say that with me “IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS”.  And one 

of the primary ways we keep it about Jesus is in our words of confession.  Prayers 
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are said before football games and all kinds of other events.  But virtually nowhere 

else to people gather and as we basically say in our confession “Lord have mercy 

on us”.  And in those words of confession and when we receive communion we 

look beyond self-interest and self-reliance and look to God.   

And still it’s really easy, really easy to fall back into self-reliance and self-

interest and have church become about everything but Jesus.  It’s easy for a church 

to get sidetracked everybody claiming God is on their side and whether it’s the 

election we’ve just been through or any one of a hundred social issues that people 

feel so passionate about-many for very good reasons the church is all about Jesus 

say it again with me “IT’S ALL ABOUT JESUS”. 

 Yet so many people get cynical about church.  “I’ve been burned by the 

church” or “all the church wants is your money” or “Church is just where you go 

to be judged by a bunch of hypocrites”.  And unfortunately this is what a lot of 

people have experienced and they carry this burden with them.  The problem with 

holding onto a cynical approach is the cynicism is way too easy, it demands 

nothing of you and contributes nothing to the greater good of the cause of Christ.   

Frankly if a person calls themselves a Christ, then church and a community 

of believers isn’t an option because as I said at the beginning, The Bible and God 

know nothing of solo Christianity and yes, it will never be perfect but it is 
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ultimately about lifting up Jesus above all other things and being god’s hands and 

feet in the world. 

 And we become God’s hands and feet in the world not to be do-gooders or 

earn brownie points with God because there are a lot of groups that help a lot of 

people as well and sometimes better than the church.  We become God’s hands and 

feet in the world because as Tony Campolo says there is no plan B.  So far God 

hasn’t just dropped out of the sky and decided to fix all of the social, political, 

economic, justice and poverty issues.  The Lord uses us to engage in those things 

as a witness to the Lord.  Why?  Because it’s all about Jesus. 

 Because in the end that’s what church is.  It’s people battered, beaten and 

broken able to stand united only because of Jesus and what he’s done for us. That’s 

what makes God incredible and us needed and purposeful.  If it sounds like too 

much for you, you’re in good company because church at times can be a tiring, 

messy and frustrating place.  But when It’s all about Jesus it can also be the most 

beautiful, rewarding and joyous bringing adventures you can ever engage in why?  

Because it’s forgiven sinners like you and remembering that it’s all about Jesus 

first, it’s not about us. 

Let us pray; 
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