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        3-5-16 

        Melissa Maltman 

Chapter 18 – Offering my time 

 I am glad that you are able to join us this morning as we continue on our 30 week 

journey through the Believe Curriculum : Think, Act, Be, Like Jesus. During week 9 of our series 

we learned about the belief called Stewardship which means, “ I believe everything I am and 

everything I own belong to God.”  

 Now that we are into the Act portion of our journey we are trying to discover how do I 

act because I believe everything I am and everything I own I belong to God? Last week we 

studied spiritual gifts and found out that all of us are gifted to continue the mission of Jesus 

here on earth. We also found out those gifts don’t belong to us. They belong to God and are 

given to individual believers for the good of the whole community. Some people may have 

more spiritual gifts and some people may have less spiritual gifts but all of us are given some. 

 Next week Pastor Eric is going to talk about giving our resources and we will find out 

that some people have more resources and some are have less. There are people that have 

more money than you and people that have less but ultimately all of our resources come from 

God and we are just the caretakers of them. No surprise there. 

 But this week God levels the playing field. You see all of us are given 24 hours in a day 

and there are seven days in a week. So this week all of us have been given 168 hours as a gift 

from God. We can’t buy or barter for more time and we can’t decide to take less. 
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 When I was in third grade my teacher, Miss Schmidt, decided to put on a play of the 

Little Engine that could. There were only 13 people in my class and Miss Schmidt wrote the play 

so that everyone had a part in it. I thought that with my positive attitude that I was a natural fit 

to play the Little Engine that Could. But Miss Schmidt must have saw something else in me. She 

assigned me the part of the Little Engine that was always in a hurry. She even gave me a song to 

sing, “Oh, I’m always in a hurry, in a hurry, in a hurry, in a hurry to be on my way. Can’t you see 

I’m in a hurry, in a hurry, in a hurry so please move out of my way!” 

 Some days I wonder if I am still singing that song?  Do you ever find yourself singing that 

song? 

 And it is not just that we are in a hurry. Sometimes we have a tendency to monetize our 

time. To put a dollar value on every hour we spend.  

A man had been working very long hours for quite some time. One evening, he came home 

late again, exhausted, to find his five-year-old son waiting up for him. “Daddy, can I ask you a 

question?” 

“Sure, I guess. What is it?” replied the dad. 

“How much money do you make in an hour?” 

Tired and irritated, he snapped, “What makes you ask such a thing?” 

The son answered, “I just need to know. Please tell me, how much do you make in an hour?” 

“Well, I make twenty dollars an hour.” 

Looking up toward his father, the boy asked, “Daddy, may I borrow ten dollars please?”  
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The father was now furious. “If the only reason you wanted to know how much money I 

make is just so you can buy a toy or some other nonsense, then you march yourself straight to 

your room and go to bed. I work long, hard hours every day, and I don’t have time for this right 

now.” The little boy quietly went to his room and shut the door. 

After a bit, the dad calmed down and began to think he may have been too hard on his son. 

Maybe he really did need the ten dollars for some good reason. He went to the door of his little 

boy’s room. The dad asked, “Are you asleep, son?” 

“No, Daddy, I’m awake,” replied the boy. 

“I’ve been thinking maybe I was too hard on you earlier,” said the man. “It’s been a long day, 

and I took out my frustrations on you. Here’s ten dollars. What do you need it for?” 

The little boy sat straight up. “Oh, thank you daddy!” Reaching under his pillow, he pulled 

out some crumpled bills he had saved from his allowance. 

“Why did you want more money if you already had some?” the father asked, about to get 

irritated again. 

The son slowly counted out his money and then, looking up at his dad, said, “Because I didn’t 

have enough, but now I do. Daddy, I have twenty dollars now. Can I buy an hour of your time? I 

miss you.” 

 

 Time is a valuable commodity. We are given 168 hours in the week. According to a 

recent Gallup Poll the average American who is employed full time works 47 hours a week and 

the average American watches Tv  35 hours a week and we are supposed to get about 7 hours 

of sleep a night so just from those 3 things 131 hours of the week have been spent leaving us 



4 
 

with just 37 hours each week to buy groceries, do laundry, clean the house, work out,  fix the 

broken stuff around the house. I am not here this morning to give you a new time management 

plan about how to get more stuff done more quickly. I am here to talk about how we use our 

time to serve God and others. 

Time is a valuable commodity. So valuable, that in the Greek language of the New 

Testament, there are two words used for time.  And if we understand them, we can better 

understand the ways we can use this valuable gift.  One was chronos.  Say that with me.   

It’s the word for sequential time or chronological time.  It is time in minutes and 

seconds.  It is measurable with clocks and calendars.  But there is another way we can think of 

time. 

 

The second word for “time” is kairos.  Say that with me. 

It’s a word used for a window of time, an opportune time, or the right time.   

God’s timing could be described as Kairos.  It has to do with a period of time that opens itself up 

and we needs to make the most of it when it does. 

 

The problem is we don’t always operate on kairos time.  We fill our calendars with one task or 

meeting or event after another until it is full.  And because we do, we often miss kairos 

moments.  We only have so much chronos time.  We have even fewer kairos moments. 

 

That’s why God gives us instructions on how to use the chronos time that we have each day 

and how to grasp the Kairos moments when God gives them to us. 
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In Ephesians 5, we find this instruction:  Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but 

as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. (Ephesians 5:15-16).  

In other words, think about what you do with your gift of time.  Make the most of every 

opportunity. 

 

Jesus was a master at making the most of every opportunity.  He was a master at knowing the 

difference between chronos time and Kairos time.  Maybe it was easier for him in the days 

before wristwatches.  But there were times when he was hurried, there were times when 

chronos time seemed to be of the essence.  There were times when he rushed like an 

ambulance.  But even in those times of chronos importance, sometimes Kairos interrupted.  

And Jesus had this ability that we so often lack—he had the ability to know that God was 

working outside the stopwatch and the wristwatch.  In Mark 5, we find one of these times in 

Jesus’ ministry 

 

21 
When Jesus had again crossed over by boat to the other side of the lake, a large crowd gathered 

around him while he was by the lake. 
22 

Then one of the synagogue leaders, named Jairus, 

came, and when he saw Jesus, he fell at his feet. 
23 

He pleaded earnestly with him, “My little 

daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live.” 

24 
So Jesus went with him. 

A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 
25 

And a woman was there who had been 

bleeding for twelve years. 
26 

She had suffered a great deal under the care of many doctors and 

had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 
27 

When she heard about 
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Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, 
28 

because she thought, “If I 

just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 
29 

Immediately her bleeding stopped and she felt in her 

body that she was freed from her suffering. 

30 
At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the crowd and 

asked, “Who touched my clothes?” 

31 
“You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can ask, 

‘Who touched me?’ ” 

32 
But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 

33 
Then the woman, knowing what had 

happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the whole truth. 
34 

He 

said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be freed from your 

suffering.” 

Ahh…but wasn’t Jesus supposed to be going somewhere?  Wasn’t the chronos clock ticking? 

35 
While Jesus was still speaking, some people came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue 

leader. “Your daughter is dead,” they said. “Why bother the teacher anymore?” 

36 
, Jesus told him, “Don’t be afraid; just believe.” 

37 
He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James. 

38 
When 

they came to the home of the synagogue leader, Jesus saw a commotion, with people crying and 

wailing loudly. 
39 

He went in and said to them, “Why all this commotion and wailing? The child 

is not dead but asleep.” 
40 

But they laughed at him. 
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After he put them all out, he took the child’s father and mother and the disciples who were with 

him, and went in where the child was. 
41 

He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha 

koum!” (which means “Little girl, I say to you, get up!”). 
42 

Immediately the girl stood up and 

began to walk around (she was twelve years old). At this they were completely astonished. 
43 

He 

gave strict orders not to let anyone know about this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

Jesus it was an emergency.  “My little daughter is dying, Jesus.”  So he went.  Is there any time 

when hurrying is more important.  If this was today, the siren would be blaring and the lights 

flashing.  Jairus would certainly have Jesus’ hand and was leading him through the crowd, the 

quickest way possible back to his house to save his little girl.  This was a chronos emergency.  

Time was of the essence. 

But Kairos intervened.  Hurry, hurry, hurry, hurry, stop!  Who touched me?  Another need.  

Interrupting what he was doing.  He easily could have seen this as an interruption to be 

ignored.  But he knew, this was Kairos—this was a God moment.   

Has that ever happened to you?  In the middle of your important thing, there was an 

interruption?  And what seemed to be an annoyance, a distraction, was really an opportunity 

to do God’s work.   

That is a Kairos moment, that is an example of God’s timing intruding upon our own.  

And it is in those times, in those moments, when we are so focused on one thing but God calls 

us to something else, that we need to remember that time is God’s gift to us, and what we do 

with it is our gift to God.    
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So one thing I want to do today is to encourage you to be aware this week of Kairos 

moments.  Be aware of how God is calling you to use your time for his purposes. 

Another thing I’ll ask you to do this week regarding time is to not be so concerned with getting 

what we want, when we want it.  One of the passages we read this week told of Jesus’ refusal 

to go to Jerusalem and call attention to himself.  It was one of the frustrating things for his 

followers.  He was always facing this opposition, and they sometimes just wished he would 

prove he was who he said he was, right now.  But Jesus knew the time was not yet right, so he 

waited.   

Who likes to wait here?  Not me.  But who wants to be more like Jesus here?  I do.  When I look 

at Jesus, I see one who was able to wait for God’s timing, and not force things on his own.  And 

I’ve found in my life that this is always the better way, even when it doesn’t seem like it. 

Chronos says I want it now.  Kairos says, what can I do in this moment, on this day, in this 

stage of life to allow God to work through me?  As followers of Christ, we are called to live in 

the chronos time, but to grasp those Kairos moments—those “God moments,” and make the most 

of them. 

Two things you can do this week to be a good steward of the gift of time:  First:  be aware of 

Kairos moments.  Allow God to use the interruptions in your life.   

Second, don’t be afraid to wait.  Is there something you’re waiting for?  Is there something 

you’re anxious for?  Is there something you can’t wait to happen, or some news you’re afraid to 

hear?  Let God work in the time of waiting.   
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In fact, let God work in all of your time. 

 I really like the quote from JRR Tolkein’s The Fellowship of the Ring, where Frodo 

and Gandolf are talking, “ I wish it need not have happened in my time,” said Frodo. “So do 

I,” said Gandolf “and so do all who live to see such times. But that is not for them to decide. 

All we have to decide is what to do with the time that is given us.” 

  

 

 

    


