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     Believe: Love 

“Do you Believe in Love?” I think we all just instinctively answer, “Yes, of course!” 

Who doesn’t believe in love?  

As a church, we’ve been talking for the past several months about the key beliefs 

and practices of Christianity and why they’re important. We’ve been learning how 

we can both think and act more like Jesus. But we want to do more than just 

mimic the thoughts and behaviors of Jesus. We want to imitate who he is. We 

want to be more like Jesus in the core of our being. 

Jesus was the most-loving, joyful, peaceful, kind, compassionate, and humble 

person who ever lived. How do we become more like that? The things that we 

believe and things that we do should be driving us to be more like Jesus. 

Otherwise, what’s the point? Our beliefs and practices should both be motivated 

by love and result in love.  

Do you believe in love? Of course! The real question is what is love? Where do you 

find it? How do you give it? What’s love got to do with it? How do I become more 

loving? 
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INTRODUCTION 

Several years ago there was a man named George Wald who was intrigued by 

sight.  As a scientist, he studied a number of aspects concerning vision, most 

notably how vitamin A improves vision.  He also researched how cells in the retina 

perceive color, black and white and then passes those images on to the brain. 

So driven was he in his studies that in 1967 he shared the Nobel Prize in Medicine 

or Physiology for his research on how the eye sees and passes visual images to 

the brain.  He taught at Harvard University and was the Higgins Professor of 

Biology Emeritus when he died at the age of 90. 

He had accomplished a great deal in his life.  But when speaking of his Nobel 

Prize, he once made this statement: 

“What one really needs is not the Nobel prize, but love. How do you think 

one gets to be a Nobel Prize winner? Wanting love, that’s how. Wanting it 

so bad one works all the time. He works and works and ends up as a Nobel 

Prize winner. It’s a consolation prize. What matters is love.”1   
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Donald Miller writes in his book Scary Close: “What if some of the most successful 

people in the world got that way because their success was fueled by a 

misappropriated need for love?”2 

 In the Gospel of Mark one of the scribes, who was a public teacher of the 

laws of Moses, came to Jesus and asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is 

the most important?” Jesus replied, “The most important one is: Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and all your soul and all your mind and all your 

strength. And the second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 

commandment greater than these.” 

 Hold on now Jesus he just asked for one commandment not two and the 

first one is a little bit easier to handle. The first one- loving God is a little bit fuzzy. 

It has more wiggle room.  I can love God by saying thank you for this beautiful 

sunrise or sunset. Thank you God for the warm air as I play golf or ride my bike. I 

can put a buck in the plate when it goes around. I can show up at Christmas and 

Easter.  

                                                           
2
 Donald Miller, Scary Close (Thomas Nelson: Nashville, 2014), 6. 
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 It turns out the second commandment is an interpretation of the first one. 

If you really love the Lord your God then you will love your neighbor. And we 

think to ourselves, “Have you seen my neighbor?” 

 If you want to know if a person loves God look at the way he treats people. 

 A reporter was interviewing an Amish farmer and asked him, “Are you a 

Christian?” The Amish farmer took out a notepad and wrote down the name of 

his barber, doctor, best friend and wife and said, “I am not qualified to answer 

that question – ask these people if I am a Christian.” 

 The way we love God is measured in the way we love people. How can you 

say you love a God you’ve never seen if you can’t find a way to love people that 

you see every day. 

 “To live above with those we love how that will be glory but to live below 

with those we know that is another story.” People are tough to deal with. 

 The answer to this quandary is found in 1 John 4:10-12 our verse of the 

week printed in you bulletin. “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 

loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since 
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God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; 

but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.” 

 We don’t love people because they are lovable. We love people because 

God loved us. If the love for others depends upon their lovability we are in trouble 

because most people are not lovable all the time. They get cranky, they get 

grumpy, they get self-centered. According to John we can still love people who 

are hard to love. Why? Because we are hard to love too and God has decided to 

love us.  

 We are the recipients of an unexpected, undeniable gift, the love of God. 

Take a moment and inhale the love of God. God is never going to stop loving you. 

Life is rough. God doesn’t always approve of what we do, but he is going to love 

us anyway.  

 It is also important to say that God loves the world he made. That comes 

from John 3:16 , “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” 

 God’s love is sacrificial. He gave his only Son. God’s love drives him into 

action not emotion. If we were going to write John 3:16 we might say, “For God 

so loved the world he had goose bumps. For God so loved the world he lit candles 
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and had a nice dinner with his creation. For God so loved the world he had sweet 

feeling and walked in the meadow with them.” 

 Feelings are sometimes a consequence of love, but not always. Love is a 

verb. It does things. You can love somebody and not like them. You can love 

somebody and not get teary eyed when you see them. You can act in a way that 

they are beneficiaries of your love. 

 Your John 3:16 might read like this, “For the mother so loved the world she 

got up in the middle of the night with her crying baby. For the father so loved the 

world he cooked his children homemade waffles with powdered sugar for 

breakfast. For the boss so loved his employees that he listened patiently to their 

complaints. For the employee so loved her boss that when the rumor circulated 

that his wife was having an affair she did not snicker behind his back like the other 

employees but made him a hotdish to take home. 

A few years back, a kitten was born in Sacramento with some unusual markings 

on its fur.3  The fur seems to spell out the words “I (heart) (period)” or, as we 

would say, “I love Dot.”  This is especially heartwarming when you know the 

                                                           
3
 http://boingboing.net/2008/03/25/cute-message-on-kitt.html 
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kitten’s mother’s name is Dot. Some see it as a message from the child to the 

mom. I love Dot. 

Wouldn’t it be something if all of God’s children were branded with the same 

message, but from God to the world?  I love. Period.   

Brennan Manning has said, “God loves you unconditionally, as you are, not as you 

should be, because nobody is as they should be.”4 He also liked to say, “God will 

ask one question upon your arrival in heaven: ‘Did you believe that I loved you?’”5 

You see, George Wald was correct.  What we want is love.  What matters is love.  

And you can stop working for it. Just receive it.  Let His love mark you with this 

message: God loves you. Period.   

 

                                                           
4
 Brennan Manning, All is Grace (David C. Cook: Colorado Springs, 2011), 192. 

5
 You can hear Brennan Manning here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0iaZp3CzUXk 


