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File:  Believe Ch 20 Sharing My Faith 

 Dear Friends in Christ, Grace to you and Peace from God our Father and our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen! 

 I grew up in a home where we went to Church, Sunday School and 

Confirmation.  We said our meal and bedtime prayers and were taught they were 

important.  For that I am eternally grateful to my parents for helping to lay a 

foundation but we never really talked about faith and Jesus at home.  

   You just expect Sunday School Teachers or Confirmation Guides or 

Pastors to talk about Jesus especially when we’re at church—because that’s what 

we do.  But Fritz and Karen Schaeffer were the first two people I knew who 

actually talked about Jesus as part of their life outside of Sunday and that was 45 

years ago.  I had dinner with them a few years back and they talked about how 

their faith has grown and changed over the decades and how they felt like looking 

back they hardly knew what they were talking about so many years ago.  But they 

made a significant difference in my life of faith.  There are others along the way 

who also made a difference because they talked about Jesus and continue to do so, 

people like Al and Robin, Rick John and others. 
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 I am eternally thankful that my parents did what they did but also that some 

people  took the time to accept me where I was at in my faith and talk to me about 

Jesus with real conversations.  Yes I am eternally grateful. 

 That brings us this morning to the last chapter in the ACT section of our 

Believe series of spiritual practices.  Our Key idea for Today is “I share my faith 

with others to fulfill God’s purposes”.  And what is God’s purpose?  1 Timothy 

2:3-4 “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all to be saved and to 

come to a knowledge of the truth for there is one God and one mediator between 

God and men, the man Jesus Christ.”  And Ephesians we are reminded that The 

Lord wants all to know the great height, length, width and depth of God’s love. 

 So our Key question becomes “How do I share my faith with those who 

don’t know God?”  If we go back to our Key beliefs we say that Christ is the way 

to a relationship with the Father and entrance in God’s kingdom.  But let me ask do 

you, do WE really believe Christ is the way to a relationship with the Father and 

entrance into God’s kingdom.  Do you, do we believe there is unlimited room in 

God’s kingdom regardless of what people have done.  I sure hope so.  Then doesn’t 

it seem we’d be passionate about telling people about Jesus? 

 Let’s be very honest here about sharing faith:  Sometimes we’re afraid.  It 

might be because of the politically correct culture we live in or rules in a 
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workplace that either forbid or frown about talking about religion so that no one 

supposedly gets offended.   But we’re also afraid we don’t know enough, or we’re 

not spiritually mature enough, or we don’t want to share the wrong thing, maybe 

we think our faith isn’t “together enough” to talk about it so we’d rather just leave 

that up to the religious “professionals”.  But I’m really glad those in my life didn’t 

leave it up to the religious “professionals” or wait until they had it all together or 

were spiritually mature enough.  I don’t know where I’d be if they wouldn’t have 

spoken up. 

 At some point in your life somebody told you about Jesus in some way.  I’m 

100%  sure they weren’t perfect or had “it all together” when it came to their faith.  

I’m 100% sure  they weren’t completely spiritually mature (who is?).  Tthey might 

have been a little nervous to talk about faith, but thank God for them too.  One of 

the great things for me about the testimonies at our Wednesday night Lent services 

is that almost always we hear about other Christians in the person’s life who 

planted seeds of faith by telling them about Jesus and encouraging them.  And it’s 

not just Wednesday nights in Lent.  There’s always somebody who tells you about 

Jesus at some point------as it’s been said yes  Christianity is taught, but faith is 

caught. 

 Even the Apostle Paul, arguably the greatest evangelist of all time, who in 

many ways is as much responsible for the spread of Faith in Jesus as anybody who 
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ever lived said “Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be 

given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the Gospel, for which 

I am an ambassador in chains.  Pray that I may declare it fearlessly.”  Even he 

asked for prayer to help share his faith—So my friends you and I are in good 

company and not alone. 

 So yes God calls us to share our faith AND living our faith is the best way to 

share our faith.  There are those that just went Phew, I don’t have to talk about it I 

can just live it.  But living our faith doesn’t mean we don’t talk about it, it means 

we take it with us wherever we go.  The biggest attraction to Christ is when his 

people live authentically like him and for him every day of the week not just on 

Sunday.  And it might mean speaking up about our faith when the time is right.  

Steamrolling people with the Jesus train isn’t usually helpful but staying silent 

when the time is right isn’t helpful either.    

 Sometimes the time just needs to be right.  In the OT we find the story of 

Naaman.  He was the commander of the army in the country named Arum.  His life 

was going great till he discovers he has leprosy.  He’s now in a crisis.  They go on 

a raid in Israel and kidnap a servant girl to serve his wife.  Under normal 

circumstances a servant girl in a foreign country would never speak up in front of 

the commander of an army. But she said “If only my master would see the prophet 

who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy”. 
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 The King of Aram wanted Naaman to be healthy so he said I’ll send a letter 

to the king of Israel and here’s a bunch of money go get healed.  But the King of 

Israel said “Am I God? Can I kill and bring back to life?  Why does this fellow 

send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? 

 Naaman ends up seeing the prophet Elisha who told him to go wash himself 

seven times in the river Jordan.  But Naaman’s pride gets in the way and he storms 

off in a rage.  But Naaman’s servants go talk to him and say “If the prophet had 

told you to do some great things, would you not have done it?  How much more 

then when he tells you “wash and be cleansed”? It’s as if they said—hey why not 

give it a try what do you have to lose.   So Naaman did as the prophet Elisha told 

him and he was healed.    He came back to Elisha and the Bible says he stood 

before him and said “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in 

Israel.”   

 He was not only healed but became a follower of God known as Yaweh in 

the OT and revealed to us in Jesus Christ in the New Testament all because a 

servant girl who had no business speaking up had the courage to speak up when the 

time was right.   

 It’s interesting that when things are going well in life a lot of times people 

are pretty uninterested in God and can even sometimes be a little arrogant about 
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life but when the wheels fall off and they will—it’s just the nature of life people 

often become more open to The Lord. 

 One of the things financial advisor’s tell people is to have a will and give 

some thought to whom you want to pass your stuff onto when you die, stuff like 

possessions, bank accounts money etc. and it’s prudent financial advice for many 

reasons. 

 But no matter how much or how little a person has you can leave a spiritual 

inheritance.  Will you have a spiritual heir?  As one person said “Have you ever 

considered that your ‘Sistine Chapel’ might not be a place or a project but a 

person? 

 A key part of our lives together in the Christian faith is telling God’s story.  

Last Monday night I saw a story on the news about the drought in California and 

how now with record rains the desert wildflowers are blooming  like crazy.  The 

park ranger that was interviewed said some of the seeds have been lying dormant 

on the desert floor for a decade or more just waiting for the year when the right 

amount of rain falls.   

 Faith is like that, the seeds of faith you plant might lie dormant for years 

until just the right time when God uses someone to speak about their faith in 

Christ.  It probably won’t be done perfectly, it might be done wishing they had 
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more knowledge, it might be done even with a little fear.  But we’re only 

responsible for the sharing, we’re not responsible for the blooming of it, the Holy 

Spirit is.  We are simply tools in God’s hands. 

 Yes we are called to share our faith in our own imperfect ways, but there are 

times when we’re called to step out of our comfort zone and actually share it and 

who knows how or when that faith will blossom, that’s up to God.  But thank God 

for every one of my Sunday school teachers, thank God for my grandmothers who 

I know prayed for each of us regularly, thank God for Fritz and Karin, Al & Robin, 

Rick and John who didn’t let their fears hold them back from talking to me about 

Jesus. 

 You may not be where you want to be in faith and that’s good because it 

means God’s not finished with you yet.  But that doesn’t mean you don’t have a 

faith story to tell—because you do and trust that God will use you at just the right 

time to fulfill God’s purpose that others might come to know the saving grace love 

and forgiveness of The Lord.   Amen! 

Let us pray:  


