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File:  Believe Ch 19 Giving My Resources 

 Dear Friends in Christ, grace to you and Peace from God our Father and our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Amen! 

 As we continue our Biblically based 30 week journey through BELIEVE: 

THINK  ACT BE this morning we are on week 9 of ACT.   What we’re 

discovering is what we really believe (not what we say we believe, but what we 

really believe whether we want to own up to it or not) does drive how we act.  

What greater and more exciting challenge for one who calls themselves a Christian 

can there be to bring our beliefs and actions together to be more like Jesus. 

 This week’s chapter in the Believe book includes part of the Christmas story 

where the three wise men followed the star to the manger in Bethlehem.  They 

brought those three famous gifts; (say them with me) Gold, Frankincense and 

Myrrh.  In the 21
st
 century they sound pretty exotic and impractical.  That’s why 

the old joke says that that after the wise men left three wiser women arrived and 

brought fresh diapers, casseroles for the week and lots of formula, probably a lot of 

truth in that, it makes pretty good sense. 

 But in fact they were pretty practical gifts considering that Mary and Joseph 

were dirt poor.  The gold would have likely been used to escape the evil King 

Herod and flee to Egypt.  Plus the Frankincense and Myrrh in ancient times were 
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used to ward off things like colds; the flu and they were rubbed on the head to 

reduce fevers and used for other medical issues.  

 A question worth asking is what gifts would you or I have brought to the 

baby Jesus that day? Not just that day because it’s easy to sentimentalize 

Christmas, but what do we bring God every day?  In the last verse of the poem 

from the 1800’s “In the bleak mid-winter” that was later put to song it puts it so 

well: What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a 

lamb; if I were a wise man, I would do my part; yet what I can I give him —give 

my heart.  

 This leads us to our Key question found on page 304 of the Believe book 

“How do I best use my resources to serve God and others? And our Key idea “I 

give my resources to fulfill God’s purposes” 

 As you go through The Bible you’ll discover that giving is to be a central 

part of the follower of The Lord and it’s always a matter of the heart—Always---

not a matter of guilt or arm twisting.  And while talk of giving of resources to 

accomplish God’s mission makes some people uncomfortable apparently it didn’t 

make Jesus uncomfortable. 16 of Jesus’ 38 parables talked about 

money/possessions and there are over 2,000 verses in The Bible on this subject, it 
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talks about more than just about any other topic including prayer and heaven and 

hell. 

 Why would that be?  Because God knows what we truly embrace in our 

heart determines the kind of person we become and it dictates our activities and the 

kinds of behaviors we will and will not engage in.  Scripture puts it this way in 

Proverbs 23:7 in the KJV 
“
For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he...”  Jesus put it 

like this “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  The fact is 

we can say what we believe all we want but what we do actually reveals where our 

heart is especially when it comes to generosity.   

Historians tell us that when soldiers in the Middle Ages came to faith and 

were baptized, they would keep their right arm out of the water as if to say that the 

arm used in battle would not be committed to the Lord.  Luther put it this way—the 

last thing to be converted is the wallet.  We may not think this exactly but 

sometimes our actions reveal an attitude of “Lord, you can have everything except 

my possessions.”   Jesus and all of Scripture are getting at how we use them really 

does reflect what we treasure the most. 

 It’s not about how much or how little we have because there’s always 

someone with more and someone with less it’s about do we value it above The 

Lord—It really is a heart matter.    

http://biblehub.com/greek/1063.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/3699.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2344.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1563.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/4771.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2588.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1510.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
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 We don’t think in terms of having a relationship with money and 

possessions because the word relationship is typically used when it comes to 

people.  But we do have a relationship with them.  Typically what drives how we 

use them or how they use us is driven by how they best serve us.  Me or I is at the 

center of it.  What The Lord desires is for a basic transformation from Me or I at 

the center to God at the center and being the prime motivator for how we use them. 

In general terms there are two kinds of people in the world when it comes to 

money and possessions--there are savers and spenders.  The spender is primarily 

interested in stuff and the saver is primarily interested in security.  Our Key 

question (“How do I best use my resources to serve God and others?) and Key 

idea (I give my resources to fulfill God’s purposes) invite us to place God at the 

center of our relationship with money and stuff rather than me or I so that God’s 

teaching is what drives our actions.   

When you think back through some of the core beliefs in the Think section 

of Believe we were reminded in Ch 5 of our status as a child of God and in Ch 9 

that everything belongs to God.  Really believing that is what helps this exchange 

of God for me and I at the center. And if a person doesn’t really believe that they 

will struggle with generous and joyful giving.  It will always be done grudgingly 

and with strings attached no matter how many sermons or how much they read the 

Bible on this matter because it really is a change of heart.  What the Lord desires is 
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for a basic transformation in terms of what’s really at the center because that drives 

our behavior. 

 Jesus tells us in Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters: Either he will 

hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and money.”  Which is your real master God or 

money? It’s a tough question to want to honestly face up to and answer in our heart 

of hearts.  The truth is one will definitely overshadow the other in our lives. It’s 

just the way it is.  And trust me when I say not only have I heard just about every 

way to justify one’s self out of this teaching and honestly answer the question I too 

have tried to avoid answering it when it comes to money and possessions…yeah I 

know but…or, yeah I know that what The Bible teaches but Jesus didn’t (and you 

can fill in the blank with whatever you wish). 

 We know we are to have God in our heart but it can be a spiritual struggle to 

stop pursuing either security for self or material stuff for self.  But when God 

replaces self at the center then giving (This Biblical mark of discipleship) becomes 

easy and contagious. 

 I’m pretty confident there might be a few here this morning who might be 

thinking something like, here we are, another day where Pastor Eric talks about 

giving it’s all about money for the church.  Here’s the truth, I hope if that’s where 
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http://biblehub.com/greek/1417.htm
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http://biblehub.com/greek/1520.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2532.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/25.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/3588.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2087.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/2228.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/472.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/1520.htm
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http://biblehub.com/greek/2706.htm
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you are you’ll catch the Biblical vision and teaching this morning that the Bible 

does teach generosity but it only comes when God is at the center and not self.  

And that’s an ongoing challenge for many of us---for which of us hasn’t been 

tempted to place a higher priority on our stuff than on our relationship with the 

God who gives us life.    

 Leo Tolstoy wrote a story about a successful peasant farmer who wasn’t 

satisfied with his lot.  One day he received an offer that for just 1,000 rubles he 

could buy all the land he could walk around in a day.  The only catch was that he 

had to be back at his starting position by sundown.   

 The next morning you can imagine he started walking pretty fast.  By noon 

he was getting tired but kept going.  By mid-afternoon he realized that his greed 

had taken him too far from his starting point.  So he began to run faster and faster.  

As the sun began to hit the horizon he knew if he didn’t pick up the pace and make 

it back by sundown.  As he neared his starting point his heart was pounding and he 

called on every bit of strength left in his body and he staggered across his starting 

point just as the sun went down.  Well you can imagine what happened.  His heart 

gave out and he didn’t make it. 

 We can chase after every pleasure, every dollar, every experience the world 

has to offer and we can spend our time and life seeking what we think is some kind 
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of “balanced life” but what God wants is our heart.  God wants to be at the center 

of life.  That’s when real generosity becomes joyful not giving grudgingly.  It 

really is and continues to be all about God. 

 Scripture calls us to grow in generosity and give joyfully not because other 

people do, not out of guilt, not because the church needs it.  We are called to give 

to fulfill God’s purposes.  Folks that is a very high calling indeed.   One can only 

imagine what a transformation could occur in the life of a person who professes 

Christ if we invited The Holy Spirit (the actual presence of God) to make this 

transaction at the heart of our lives where Me and I are replaced by God as the 

prime motivation for how we act in the world.  What an exciting life it can be. 

Let us pray:  Lord, often we struggle with money and possessions, our wants 

and desires seem to rule us and determine our behavior.  We invite your Holy 

Spirit to begin the process of transforming our lives and be at the center of our 

hearts and become the prime motivator for how we see every area of life including 

this Biblical mark of discipleship the giving of our resources…..In Jesus name 

Amen! 

 

 


