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     1-29-17 

     Melissa Maltman 

     Matthew 13: 1-9,  18-23 

    Bible Study 

There are some people who love going to school. They study and do their homework without 

complaining or being pushed. You may be one of those people. But most people I know had to 

be pushed to study when they were in school. Most kids need a little help from Mom or Dad to 

make sure they get their homework done every night, especially if they don’t see how the classes 

they are taking will ever be important in their lives.  

 

If people don’t like to study, it shouldn’t come as a great surprise that a lot of Christians don’t 

participate in Bible study. Maybe we don’t see how the Bible has any practical application in our 

lives. And maybe we’ve tried to read the Bible and just don’t get it. It’s not easy reading the 

Bible. I found this video that is geared towards junior high students, but I think it is really pretty 

applicable to all of us.  Play Bluefish TV: Teen Stunt Man Bible 

 

For me this video seems to be almost a modern day retelling of the Parable of the Sower which 

you heard just a few minutes ago where the cares of the world choke the word and it yields 

nothing. 

 

 

Our key verse for today is, “For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-

edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow, it judges the 
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thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” Hebrew 4:12 The words of God go where you and I cannot 

the meeting place of the soul and the spirit. Can you take me to the meeting place of your soul 

and spirit? How many of you have ever touched that place where the joints and marrow meet? 

It’s a tiny little spot. I’ve never touched mine. The word of God has the ability to separate the 

thoughts and attitudes. I don’t know about you, but I get them all intermingled. I’m not sure I can 

separate them all one from the other. The point of the Hebrews writer is that God can penetrate 

with his world, with his scripture, the deepest, innermost parts of our hearts. He does so to heal 

us.  

 The Bible is to God what the glove is to the surgeon. He reaches through it and then 

touches it to bring healing to our hearts. Maybe you have felt his touch. Maybe on a lonely night 

you read the words, “I will never fail you. I will never forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 And you 

could feel a healing deep within you as you were reminded that God is with you. Or perhaps 

anxiety was termiting away at your peace and somebody shares this passage, “Do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving let your request be 

made known to God.” And you felt a sense of comfort and you felt like, “Well I’m going to pray 

more and worry less.” 

 It’s a motivation. The word of God does this. God’s word is living and active no wonder 

the Apostle Paul said in Colossians 3: 16, “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 

admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns and 

spiritual songs to God.” Or as Paul writes in his second letter to Timothy, “Do your best to 

present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who 

correctly handles the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15 

 The purpose of the Bible is to reveal God’s plan of salvation. 
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 Author Max Lucado tells the story of first being a pastor at a small church when he gets a 

knock of the door. He opens the door and there are all these people standing there dressed in long 

robes with beards and sandals. They thought the Bible existed to tell them how to dress and they 

dressed like Jesus. They saw Max in his tennis shoes and jeans and let him know that he was not 

following the Bible. They felt the purpose of the Bible was to reveal a certain way to dress and 

behave. They didn’t own cars. They didn’t ride bicycles. Why? Because Jesus didn’t own a car 

and Jesus didn’t write a bicycle. The purpose of the Bible was to have people  replicate the ear 

and culture of Jesus. They had beans with them and asked to borrow the churches kitchen stove 

to heat the beans up. Max couldn’t help but ask them if Jesus used a stove? 

 Then they asked Max for a little bit of money to get them further down the road. Max 

gave them some money, but let them know that this was American currency and that Jesus didn’t 

use American currency. They didn’t reply to him. They had it all figured out which rules they 

were going to follow and which they weren’t. 

 I would suggest to you that they were mishandling the Bible. They were using the Bible 

for a purpose which it was not intended. The purpose of the Bible is not to tell us how to dress 

the way Jesus dressed. Usually when people mishandle the Bible they do it to promote a belief 

they already have. To endorse a pre-existing prejudice they have. All of these are inappropriate 

ways to use the Bible. 

 In John chapter 20:30-31 we are told the purpose of scripture, “Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. But these are written so 

that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 

believing you may have life in his name.” The purpose of the Bible is so you may trust in Jesus 

and have life in his name. 
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 Do any of you remember when airplane travel was kind of like getting on a Greyhound 

bus? What I mean by that is that once upon a time there was no security to go through, no metal 

detectors. You could just walk into the airport show someone at the gate your ticket and they 

would let you on an airplane. No computers scanning your ticket or anything. Does anyone 

remember this? Man are you old. 

 Well I heard a story about a man who was travelling and he was tired and he was 

catching a connecting flight that was supposed to take him to Minneapolis. He sat down to wait 

for his connecting flight almost falling asleep, but when they said the flight for Minneapolis was 

boarding he jumped up took his ticket over to the gate. He handed it to a very tired air light 

attended who looked at it and gave it back to him. He got on the plane promptly fell asleep and 

the next thing he knows he is woken up by a voice telling the passengers they are one their final 

descent into the Denver airport. His first questions when he got of the flight was how did I get 

here? And how do I get to where I’m supposed to be going? 

 These are questions we all have about life. How did I get here? How many of you 

volunteered to be human beings? This wasn’t my idea. We all have a certain gender, a certain 

skin color, born in a certain part of the world, we have certain appearances, interest, likes and 

dislikes. We didn’t do any of this. We didn’t sign up for it. 

 The next question we have is, “How do I get to where I am supposed to be?” People kill 

each other here. People hate each other here. People steal. Some people are bad and I’m not so 

good myself. I have within me desires I don’t like. My attitudes. I sometimes can’t control them.  

 Everybody asks these questions. What makes people different is where they go for the 

answers.  Some people say there are no answers to those questions. But we all go somewhere to 

answer those questions. 
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 The Bible tells we were God’s idea that’s how we got here. It tells us we were created in 

God’s image. It tells us that our ancestors, the Israelites rebelled against God and we would have 

too if we had been there. But God never rebelled against them. God never left them or forsake 

them. Not when they were in slavery, not when they were wandering in the wilderness for 40 

years, not when they were exiles in the foreign country of Babylon, not when the Roman Empire 

was ruling the Holy City of Jerusalem. God never left them. The Bible unfolds God’s relentless 

pursuit of us his children and that God ultimately wants to take us into his kingdom where there 

is no sin, no death, no greed because the curse that filled the Garden of Eden will be lifted, 

 How high of a place does Bible study have in your life? Paul reminds Timothy, “Do your 

best to handle the world of truth.” And I say to you, “Do your best.” Don’t job this out to 

somebody. Don’t delegate this job to somebody. That’ why we have preachers. That’s why we 

have people who write books. I’ll let somebody else do the hard work. 

 You don’t do that with your vacations. You don’t say going on a vacation is such a 

hassle. I think I’ll hire somebody to do it for me. They’ll tell me how they rested. All the sights 

they saw. All the food they ate. I’ll just have my vacation vicariously through them. You don’t 

do that. You want to experience your vacation for yourself. 

 You don’t do that with your food. You don’t let somebody else chew up your food for 

you and then swallow what they chewed. You don’t go to Culvers and say my jaws are tired do 

you have any pre-chewed hamburger.  

 Some of you are allowing people to chew up scripture and you are swallowing whatever 

they give you. Part of your nutrition comes from chewing it yourself. If you think you will be 

spiritually stable as a result of swallowing a Sunday morning sermon that somebody else chewed 
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up and presented to you let me tell you you going to get anemic, you’re going to get weak. It 

isn’t going to be enough. Do your best to handle the word of truth.  

 That might mean saying, “I don’t understand it all, but I’m doing my best. As you digest 

scripture it becomes a part of you just like a meal does. You have some hope and somewhere 

with all that when times get tough God is still with you. You can answer some of those questions 

such as, “How did I get here and where am I supposed to be?” 

 So how should we do this? How should we study the Bible? First set aside a time to do it. 

If you can’t do it for an hour do it for 30 minutes. It’s kind of like when I go to Lifetime to work 

out. I could tell myself that if I can’t work out for an hour I just shouldn’t bother. But I have find 

out that if I work out for even 30 minutes I feel better.  The same is true for studying the Bible 10 

or 20 minutes are going to feel better than nothing. 

 Second use a translation you understand. One that is easy to read. Third recognize the 

type of literature you are reading. We read poetry differently than we read history. So read the 

Psalms as poems and songs and read the books of Kings and Chronicles as history. Sometimes 

Jesus told stories called parables to make a point. Other times he gave more direct teachings like 

the Sermon on the Mount.  

 Fourth read in context. This means when someone has posted a Bible verse on Social 

Media I go to my Bible and I read the verses around it and I ask myself questions like, “Who is 

speaking and who are they talking to? When did this take place. Who was the author of this book 

of the Bible. A good study Bible can help you with this. 

 Fifth and perhaps the most important.  Read the word of God with an open heart. I often 

think that studying the Bible with a small group of people helps open my heart. This is the good 
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soil that I think Jesus was talking about in his parable an open heart to hear and try to understand 

God’s word. 

 A little girl came home from her first day of school and her said, “Well did you learn 

much?” The little girl said, “I guess not. I have to go back tomorrow and the next day and the 

next.” That’s kind of the way it is with scripture. We keep returning to it no matter how much we 

think we have learned. 


