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     Prayer 

 A Pastor once asked his church to pray that God would shut down a 

neighborhood bar. The whole church gathered for an evening prayer meeting, 

pleading with God to rid the neighborhood of the evils of this bar.  A few weeks 

later, lightning struck the bar and it burned to the ground. 

 Having heard about the church’s prayer crusade, the bar owner promptly 

sued the church. When the court date finally arrived, the bar owner passionately 

argued that God struck his bar with lightning because of the church members’ 

prayers. The pastor backtracked, brushing off the accusations. She admitted the 

church prayed, but she also affirmed that no one in her congregation really 

expected anything to happen. 

 The judge leaned back in his chair, a mix of amusement and perplexity on 

his face. Finally he spoke: “I can’t believe what I’m hearing. Right in from of me 

is a bar owner who believes in the power of prayer and a pastor who doesn’t.” 

 The truth is that some Christians believe in God, but they don’t believe in 

prayer. They might claim to believe prayer works, but their actions say otherwise. 

Some rarely pray, and when they do, they don’t expect anything to change. 
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 After spending three years with Jesus, you would think there would have 

been a whole list of things that the disciples would have asked Jesus to teach them 

how to do. Wouldn’t you love to be able to walk on water, to stop storms in their 

tracks, to know where to catch all the fish you want or to catch a single fish and 

pay your taxes? Maybe you would like to know how to feed a whole bunch of 

people when you don’t have any food in your house, how to escape an angry mob 

without them laying a hand on you or how to tell stories that get everyone’s 

attention.  

 

The Gospels don’t tell us that the disciples ever asked Jesus to teach them how to 

do any of these things. The disciples did ask Jesus to teach them how to pray. 

(Luke 11:1) That’s when Jesus taught them the Lord’s Prayer.  

 

I remember my first prayer. “Now the light has gone away, Savior listen while I 

pray. I am asking you to watch and keep and to send me quiet sleep.” For years as 

young child I thought I was asking God to save your listening time for while I 

pray. I didn’t realize Savior was another name for Jesus, but I knew I had a lot of 

important things to tell God and I wanted God to save his listening time for while I 

prayed! 

 



3 
 

Our topic for today is prayer. 

KEY QUESTION:  How do I grow by communicating with God? 
 

KEY IDEA:   I pray to God to know him, to find direction for my life, and to 

lay my requests before him. 

 

The first story that we heard about the bar owner and the pastor was definitely 

about laying requests before God which is a good thing to do. As we lay our 

requests before God we get to know him better and better. At the end of the 

reading from Luke for today Jesus says that even bad parents give their children 

good gifts and that God gives good gifts to his children who ask him. So through 

prayer we get to know that God is the giver of all good gifts and according to Jesus 

God wants to give the best gift ever to those who ask him. The gift of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 Now I have to confess that asking for the gift of the Holy Spirit doesn’t 

always make it on the top 10 of my prayer lists. I pray for people’s health, for their 

relationships, for their area of work. I pray for places and people who have 

experienced natural disaster or war. I pray for orphans and widows and people who 

are hungry and homeless. But I don’t think I pray for the gift of the Holy Spirit 

often enough. 

 Which leads to the third part of prayer: I pray to find direction for my life. 

We are going to need the gift of the Holy Spirit in order to find direction for our 

lives. The Holy Spirit reveals Jesus to us. The Holy Spirit grants us wisdom and 
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discernment. The Holy Spirit is our advocate and teacher. The Holy Spirit grants us 

spiritual gifts. If we want to find direction for our lives we are going to need the 

gift of the Holy Spirit.  

 In the Bible when Jesus goes missing and the disciples can’t find him Jesus 

is usually praying .There was one time in particular when Jesus really wanted to 

know God’s direction for his life. This passage is usually read on Good Friday, but 

I’d like to share it with you this morning. 

 “Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 

them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” He took Peter and the two sons of 

Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said 

to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and 

keep watch with me.” 

 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you 

will.” 

 Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping, “Couldn’t you 

men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so that 

you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing but the flesh is week.”  

 Jesus went away a second time and prayed, “My Father if it is not possible 

for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 
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 When Jesus came back he found again found them sleeping, because their 

eyes were heavy. SO he left them and went away once more and prayed the third 

time, saying the same thing. 

 Then he returned to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping 

and resting? Look, the hour has come, and the Son of Man is delivered into the 

hands of sinners. Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer.” 

 So there was a point in his life when Jesus laid a request before God three 

times. “Please don’t let me die on a cross. Please take this cup from my hand. But 

your will be done Father.” 

 So if there was a time when Jesus was told no by God we have to open 

ourselves to the possibility that God might tell us no as well. The purpose of God 

telling Jesus no was for the sake of the world so everyone would be offered 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life in the name of Jesus.  

 The no given to us will be for a different reason. Maybe because the thing I 

am begging for that seems like a good gift to me is actually a snake or a scorpion 

that could hurt me. Or maybe because God needs us to stay where we are even 

though we would rather move onto something else. 

 OR maybe the no to the prayer is because God’s will is not always done here 

on earth as it is in heaven. We pray for his will to be done, but we look at the 
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evening news or on Facebook and we know that his will is not always done here on 

earth. 

 Jesus received the direction for his life through his prayer time with God. 

Jesus also had a community that he had formed around him. The 12 disciples, 

imperfect as they were, they were the community that surrounded him. Sometimes 

we need a Christian Community around us to share our prayer concerns with and 

to say this is what I hear God telling me. What has God been telling you? 

 Our key idea for today, “I pray to God to know him, find direction for my 

life, and to lay my requests before him.” 

 So we have to make some time and space for prayer in our lives if we hope 

to do any of those things, 

 

 

    Before refrigerators, people used icehouses to preserve their food. Icehouses had 

thick walls, no windows, and a tightly fitted door. In winter, when streams and 

lakes were frozen, large blocks of ice were cut, hauled to the icehouses, and 

covered with sawdust. Often the ice would last well into the summer.  

    One man lost a valuable watch while working in an icehouse. He searched 

diligently for it, carefully raking through the sawdust, but didn’t’t find it. His 

fellow workers also looked, but their efforts, too, proved futile.  
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    A small boy who heard about the fruitless search slipped into the icehouse 

during the noon hour and soon emerged with the watch.  

    Amazed, the men asked him how he found it.  

"I closed the door," the boy replied, "lay down in the sawdust, and kept very still. 

Soon I heard the watch ticking."  

    Often the question is not whether God is speaking, but whether we are being still 

enough, and quiet enough, to hear.  

 Gracious God, grant us the ability to be still enough to talk to you, quiet 

enough to hear your voice and trust you enough to listen to your words. In Jesus 

name. AMEN. 

 


