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        2-26-17 

        1 Cor. 12: 4-11 

        Melissa Maltman 

   Spiritual Gifts 

I am delighted that you have joined us for week 17 of our journey through 

the Believe book as we learn to: Think, Act, Be like Jesus. This morning our topic is 

spiritual gifts. 

Maybe you can complete this saying for me, “If you want to get something 

done right …do it yourself.” I have heard that saying over the years from many 

accomplished perfectionists. What do you think about that philosophy of life? 

As far as I know God is the only perfect being. And God the only perfect 

being doesn’t buy into this line of thinking. As we study chapter 17 of Believe we 

see in scripture that God has chosen to delegate most of his work to us. One place 

it starts is with Moses and the building of the tabernacle where God gave people 

gifts to cut stones, to do embroidering and silver work and weave fine cloth for 

the tabernacle where God’s presence would reside. 

 Later we read about Daniel’s spiritual gifts of faith in adversity, 

wisdom and the ability to prophesy. We hear from Paul in this mornings reading 

about the gifts the Holy Spirit give to believers.  
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 So God, the only perfect being, has chosen to delegate alot of his 

work to us. And we turn to God and say, “God are you sure this is such a good 

idea?” And God says, “Yep.” 

Jesus tells his disciples in John 12 that he will be leaving them and then 

says, “Very truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works I do 

and, in fact will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” 

The Bible teaches us that God deposits within each one of us skills and gifts 

to accomplish his desires. Our key question for today is, “What gifts and skills has 

God given me to serve others?” Our key verse which we read aloud together 

earlier reminds us, “For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 

these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though many, 

form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. We have different 

gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.” 

 So collectively our identity and mission is to extend the presence of 

Jesus on earth. OR to extend what Jesus did. A lot of what Jesus did on earth was 

showing people who his heavenly Father was and he did this through preaching , 

teaching, praying. Jesus showed who his heavenly Father was by feeding people, 

healing people but including people such as lepers and widows and foreigners. He 
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did these things to show God’ s love for all people. We the body of Christ are now 

involved in this mission of showing people our heavenly Father.  

Your body is made up of many parts and we usually don’t realize how much 

we depend on all of our body parts until one of them is having some trouble.I 

remember a couple of years ago when I found out how important my big toe was. 

I had an ingrown toe nail that was causing a lot of pain, keeping me up at night 

and I was going to be officiating at a funeral on Saturday and then here for 

worship on Sunday. 

I went to see the doctor on Friday and said, “I am going to be on my feet 

the next 2 days and I need some relief from this toe.” The doctor offered to give 

me drugs, but I explained that I needed to be able to walk and talk to people for 

the next 2 days so she did remove enough of the toe nail to give me some relief 

and then referred me to a podiatrist. I never realized before how important the 

health of my big toe was to the functioning of my entire body. 

A second principle to keep in mind is that to achieve the mission of Christ, 

we must work together. God doesn’t place all the gifts in one person so that we 

must become dependent on one another if we hope to achieve the mission of 
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God on earth. We have different gifts according to the grace given. What does 

that mean?  

It means God has given you a gift.  

Every believer in Jesus Christ is given a gift. No one is overlooked. You may not 

have the same gifts or as many gifts as another believer, but you have just the gift 

God wanted you to have.  

1 Corinthians 12:11 (NLT) — It is the one and only Spirit who distributes all 

these gifts. He alone decides which gift each person should have.  

Depending on who’s counting, there are anywhere from 15-25 different spiritual 

gifts listed in the New Testament.  

Gift groupings: 

1. Service Gifts: Administration, pastoring, faith, giving, helps, serving, 

hospitality and mercy 

2. Speaking Gifts: Wisdom, prophecy, evangelism, exhortation, leadership and 

teaching 

3. Sign Gifts: Discernment, miracles, healings, tongues, interpretation 

Let me illustrate. Suppose someone here spilled their coffee this morning. This is 

how people with different gifts would respond. 

 Service: “Let me help you clean it up.”  

 Mercy: “I’m so sorry that happened. Let me get you another cup.”  

 Giving: “Here, you can have my cup.” 

 Administration: “Josh, would you get the mop? Carol, please help pick this 

up. Misty, could you get him another cup of coffee?” 

 Faith: “Where God empties one cup, He always fills another.”  
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 Teaching: “If you pay attention, you won’t spill your coffee next time.”  

 Exhortation: “Maybe you should let someone else hold your coffee for 

you.”  

 Wisdom: “No use crying over spilled coffee.”  

 Miracles: “Let’s ask God to put the coffee back in the cup.” 

 Healing: “I’m praying against any physical or emotional trauma caused by 

this spilled coffee.” 

 Prophecy: “If you keep doing that, you’re going to get burned.”  

There. You all have a good idea of what your spiritual gifts are now, right?  

 Well if you don’t there are a couple of things that you can do that would be 

helpful. There is an app called Spiritual Gift Test. It is free you can take it on your 

phone. There is also an inventory on the web-site of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of America web-site which is listed on your bulletin. You can go there and 

take a spiritual gifts inventory.  

 Another way to explore your spiritual gifts is to ask someone who has spent 

a lot of time around you. Who is a trusted spiritual friend. They might be able to 

see gifts in you that you weren’t aware of. 

 Or better yet after worship today go to someone you know and say, “Let 

me tell you how you have ministered to me or how I have seen you minister to 

other people in the congregation. Thanks for using your spiritual gifts.” 
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I also want to mention that it's not by accident that the greatest chapter on love in 

the Bible -- 1 Corinthians 13  the one we often hear at weddings love is patient, 

love is king-- is sandwiched between 1 Corinthians 12, which is on spiritual gifts, 

and 1 Corinthians 14, which is on spiritual gifts. Right in the middle of the greatest 

passage on spiritual gifts, Paul stops and says, By the way, let's talk about love.  

Because if I don’t have love I'm like a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.   

 

He said I could be the greatest teacher in the world, I could be the greatest preacher 

in the world, I could be the greatest administrator in the world, I could have the 

most mercy... but if I don’t have  love it doesn't count a hill of beans. "I may be 

able to speak the languages of men and even angels..." I may be able to speak in 

tongues, I may have the gift of inspired preaching, I may have all knowledge, I 

may have all the faith to move mountains but if I do not have love I'm nothing.  It 

does no good. 

I’d like to close with a story about a boy named Antonio. 

Because Antonio’s voice was high and squeaky, he did not make the tryouts 

for the Cremona Boy’s Choir. When he took violin lessons, the neighbors 

persuaded his parents to make him stop. Yet Antonio still wanted to make music.  
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    His friends gave him a hard time because his only talent was whittling. When 

Antonio was older he served as an apprentice to a violinmaker. His knack for 

whittling grew into a skill of carving and his hobby became his craft. He worked 

patiently and faithfully. By the time he died, he left over 1,500 violins, (GET 

PICTURE OF STRAD. VIOLIN) each one bearing a label that read, “Antonio 

Stradivarius.”  They are the most sought-after violins in the world and sell for more 

than $100,000 each. Antonio couldn’t sing or play or preach or teach but his 

responsibility was to use his ability, and his violins are still making beautiful music 

today. 

 Use the gifts God has given out of love for our creator and out of love for 

our neighbors and the world. AMEN. 

 

  


