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The latest version of Mastercam can be downloaded from here https://www.mastercam.com/en-
us/Support/Downloads   2018 will not be shipped this is a download only version. 

Download Mastercam 2018 if asked to run or save choose to save the file.  You will need a registered account at 
www.Mastercam.com, if you do not yet have an account, the process for creating one is at the end of this document. 
*Accounts need to be re-registered every year – see the end of the Document for instructions on Re-registering your 
account* 

** 2018 will only run on Windows 7, 8.1, or 10 64bit or Professional systems**  

A login with administrative rights should be used to when following the instructions in this document. 

Double click on the saved .exe file.  

Select the Installation Language. 

 

 

To accept the default settings choose next, select configure if changes 
are needed. Some common possible changes- metric instead of inches, 
or a nethasp instead of local hasp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mastercam.com/en-
http://www.Mastercam.com,


If you select Configure, you can choose your default units, whether you have a 
local or network hasp *the license key will either be on your pc or on the 
network*, you user name and company and your install folders – we 
recommend installing to the default location   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select Done and then select next to finish the Configure dialog. 

 

 

Choose Yes to accept the license agreement and select Next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mastercam 2018 will now be installed on your computer.  Click on Exit to clear 
the installation dialog and launch Mastercam 2018 for the first time. 
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�x To install the Generic posts- Choose to save the file from the 
above link- then run the downloaded exe.   

�x You can quickly unselect posts by choosing the check box in 
the header- mill/lathe/router/wire - 

 

 

 

 

�x Then choose the posts that you want to install by checking 
only those boxes and follow the prompts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual posts can also be found on the 
Mastercam.com Tech Exchange 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://downloads.mastercam.com/postx7/2018/release/mastercam2018-posts.exe
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1. Open Mastercam 2018 

 
2. This guide is intended for Mastercam users who are using the default file paths in 2017. This guide will work with 

non-default paths, but additional steps will be needed if you used custom file paths in 2017 (for example if you 
placed your posts or tool libraries on the network).  *The additional steps for network installs are mentioned in Step 
5*  

 
 

3. In Mastercam 2018 choose the File tab 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Choose Convert and select Migration Wizard 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Choose Advanced. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
6. Make sure to choose both – “Migrate shared mcamx files” and “Migrate my mcamx files”.  The source folder will 

automatically direct to your 2017 folder path, whether the files are in their default locations or if they are on the 
network.  Click Next. 

**When using network paths** 

We do not suggest editing the destination paths in this step. We suggest updating locally first, and then testing the 
updated files.  Then after testing, the updated local Shared Mcam2018 folder can be copied to the desired Network 
location and Mastercam can be set to use this new path as defined in our network installation guide. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



7. Select the post related files as shown. 
a. This box needs to be checked to update the .control file. 
b. This box needs to be checked to update the .mmd, .lmd, .wmd, and .rmd files. 
c. This box needs to be checked to update the .pst files. 
d. Click Next. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. Check this box to update only 2017 
files, then hit next. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

9. Choose Finish to start the migration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The updating dialog will show while the files are being processed, this may take a few minutes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. Click “Yes” to see the results. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11. The log is displayed. The Migration Wizard will only update your custom files.  Files that were installed with 
Mastercam 2017, and have not been changed, will not be updated.  Modified files will be updated, Mastercam 
checks the “modified date” to determine if a file has been changed.  The below event log is from an install with one 
custom post- it shows 165 files checked and only 3 updated ( the mmd, control, and pst) for the one custom 
PTK_MILL_4X post 
 

 
 

12. The Mastercam posts should be ready for use.  Test the code carefully. 



 
 

13. Now we will go through updating other customized files such as tool libraries, operation defaults, configs, etc… Start 
by repeating Steps 3 – 5, then after step 5 continue below with Step 14 which will discuss the most common files 
types that can be updated. 

14. On the file types page- choose your customized files.   Most people will just check boxes b, c, and h - but below are 
descriptions on the different files that can be updated.  If you click on a type it will show you which file extension 
this option will update.*when clicking on a file type a brief description will appear at the bottom of the screen* 

 
a. Check this box if you use the right click import/export functionality in the operations manager 
b. Check this box if you have your operation defaults set – for instance- if you have rapid retract defaulted on- or 

wear cutter comp etc. 
c. Check this box if you have tool libraries set up with your feeds and speeds, etc.  * If you have custom drawn tools 

see Step 15 on the next page.  
d. Check this box if you have customized material selected on the tool setting job setup page. 
e. Check this box if you use the Wire product and have customized wire-power libraries. 
f. Check this box if you use a customized setup sheet from the right click setup sheet function. 
g. Check this box if you use the Renishaw probe programming add-in to update the Renishaw posts. 
h. Check this box to update your config- tolerances, converter settings etc. 
i. Check next and repeat steps 7-10 from above to complete the process. 



 
 

15. If you have custom drawn tools, you will need to run the wizard again setting the source folder to the 2017 tools 
folder and the destination folder to the 2018 tools folder and choosing the part files option on the file types page. 
These screen shots show the default paths for mill tools- the paths may need to be edited to suit your needs. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



There are a few settings in the Configuration that may need 
to be looked at after updating. 
 

16. From the Mastercam menu choose the File Tab 
17. Choose Configuration 

 
 

 

 
18. Choose the Converters topic. 

In 2018 every Mastercam seat has the solids option, you may want to change your 
converter settings to solids and Edge curves (instead of Trimmed surfaces and edge curves).  Also you may want to 
update to the latest export versions as shown below- these versions weren’t available in 2017 and are new for 2018. 
For assemblies- the solid names can now also be used as the level names. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A few settings from the Screen topic of the config have been removed since 2017 -  

These setting have been moved to the Plane tab in the Manager- 

Gview = Graphics view – How you are looking at your model.  Ex- Top, right, isometric 

Cplane = Construction plane –The orientation of your XYZ axis.  Ex- Top, right, isometric 

Tplane = Tool plane – The orientation of your tool.  Ex- Top, right, isometric 

The cplane/tplane is changed to work on different sides of the part.  Ex- different setup, or 
index work. 

Mastercam from install is set that if you change the Gview the planes change with it.   When 
these options are checked sometimes users will go to a front view to check a cut depth in 
backplot, then just spin the model back using the mouse.  This would leave Mastercam in the 
front plane (if top gview was used instead of the mouse it would reset back to top t/c plane) 
and now the next toolpath they create the tool will cut the part from the front instead of the 
top.  Unchecking these options separates your view commands from your plane commands 
resolving this issue.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



These settings have been moved to the View tab in the Mastercam Ribbon.  

Display part information - brings up the brown system origin crosshairs on start up. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Website Registration 
To download the latest version of Mastercam you must have a registered account.  You will need to register your 
account every year.  

1. Go to www.mastercam.com 
2. Click on the Register button- 

 

Fill out the required information 

 

3. Hit the Create Account button 

 

4. Close your browser 

 

 

 

http://www.mastercam.com


5. Check your email- there should be an email from Mastercam. 

 

6. Click on the link in your email to validate your email address – the email also contains your login name 

 

 

 

 

 



7. This should open you browser, and you should be able to choose Proceed to login 

 

8. Use the login name from the email and the password you set up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mastercam.com will now ask for a linking code – Do Not Skip This Step – you must link your account to gain access to 
downloads and other valuable material on Mastercam.com. 

 

 

9. To generate a linking code follow one of the next steps depending on which version of Mastercam you currently 
have installed. 

a. Using a stand-alone sim In Mastercam 2018 choose the file tab- and choose community and then Link 
on Mastercam.com 

 

 

 

 



b. Using a standalone sim with Mastercam X8 or X9 – open Mastercam and in the help menu choose Link 
on Mastercam.com 

 

 

c. If you are using a Nethasp – you will need to download the following link and save it to your Mastercam 
install folder.  Then double click the MastercamDotComLinking.exe from this folder. 

https://www.mastercam.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VO6i7_704tA%3d&tabid=3299&portalid=0&mid=3568&l
anguage=en-US 

 
 

10. If you are running X7 you need to download this link and save it to your Mastercam install folder –then double 
click the link to generate the code. 

https://www.mastercam.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VO6i7_704tA%3d&tabid=3299&portalid=0&mid=3568&language
=en-US 

 

 

 

 

 

11. Hit the copy button to copy the code and paste it into the Mastercam.com page and hit link my account 

https://www.mastercam.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VO6i7_704tA%3d&tabid=3299&portalid=0&mid=3568&l
https://www.mastercam.com/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=VO6i7_704tA%3d&tabid=3299&portalid=0&mid=3568&language


 

 

 

 

The linking will last for 1 year.  You should now have access to the forums/downloads/knowledge base/ tutorials/ etc. 

 


