
 

 

When the day of 
Pentecost had come, 

they were all together 
in one place.   And 

suddenly from heaven 

there came a sound 
like the rush of a 

violent wind, and it 
filled the entire house 

where they were 
sitting. Divided 

tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among 
them, and a tongue 

rested on each of 
them. All of them 

were filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other 

languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.  

(Acts 2:1-4) 

 

J U N E  2 0 1 7  

CELEBRATING 65 YEARS IN GOD’S SERVICE 

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

 Thirty years ago I lived in Hirakata City, Japan, as an exchange student at Kansai    
Gaidai University.  I made many friends from all around the world, but since I was there to 
study the Japanese language, I worked hard to develop friendships with other Japanese 
students.  Konjiki san was kind and funny and had a very good command of the English 
language.  He became a good friend and helped push me to speak more Japanese each 
day.  He brought me to his family’s home during New Year’s vacation and even helped get 
me a part-time job as a bar tender!  I never would have thought that 30 years later his son 
Takumi would be staying with my family here in Plainview during his gap year between 
high school and university studies.  Life does sometimes travel full circle! 
 Takumi arrived the first week of May, and he reminded me of my younger self when 
I first arrived in Japan.  His English was very limited, and it was necessary to communicate 
using my rusty Japanese.  Slowly I see that his confidence is building and our conversa-
tions are more of a blending of both languages.  He will be starting summer classes at Nas-
sau Community College, and I am sure that by August his command of the English lan-
guage will improve greatly.  Takumi spends about six hours a day studying English, and he 
has been studying the language since grade school.  I also spent endless hours studying 
Japanese at Albany University before becoming an exchange student.  Being able to com-
municate     fluently in any language other than those you learn as a small child requires 
hard work and dedication! 
 The disciples that gathered on that first Christian Pentecost were gifted with the abil-
ity to instantly speak languages they never studied!  Not only that, they were able to            
communicate to all who were gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish festival of   
Pentecost about God’s deeds of power!  They were sharing vital information at a crucial 
time, something that every student of a foreign language hopes to be able to do as well!   
 Tonight, our confirmation class will gather in the sanctuary and share their faith 
statements, a kind of spiritual autobiography, with our church council.  They will be seek-
ing to communicate vital information about their faith in Jesus!  While all of the state-
ments will be shared in English, a language that is native to all of tonight’s speakers, this 
kind of speech will be new to them.  They will be proclaiming their faith.  They will need to 
use the same gift that the early followers of Jesus did on Pentecost- the Holy Spirit! 
 We live in a world where loving expressions of faith are rare, and yet they are the 
vital corrective to the violent expressions of extremism like that we saw in Manchester 
and the desperation and hopelessness that abounds in a society that values material 
wealth more than relationships.  Like those early disciples of Jesus, we have also been 
given the gift of the Holy Spirit and with it the ability to share our faith with power.  Like 
those early disciples, it will not be necessary for you to spend years in intensive study to 
communicate effectively; the Holy Spirit will give you the words to share.  During this    
season of Pentecost, give voice to your faith in Jesus and God’s power in your life!  Be a 
witness and boldly invite everyone in earshot to join us here at Good Shepherd as we pro-
claim God’s mighty deeds of power together.   The time of Pentecost has come! 
 

イエスの名前で(In Jesus’ name), 
 
 

Eric Olaf Olsen+ 
Pastor 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

“Land of hope and glory 

Mother of the free, 

How shall we 

extol thee, 

Who are born of thee. 

Wider still and wider 

Shall thy bounds be set, 

God who made thee 

mighty 

Make thee mightier yet 

God who made thee 

mighty 

Make thee mightier” 

 Believe it or not, these are the words to “Pomp and Circumstance!”  Pomp and Circum-
stance was composed by Sir Edward Elgar in 1901.  At its England premier the piece was such a 
huge success that the conductor proclaimed, "The people simply rose and yelled. I had to play it 
again - with the same result; in fact, they refused to let me go on with the program.  After    
considerable delay, merely to restore order, I played the march a third time!”  In 1902, lyrics to 
Pomp and Circumstance were written by poet and essayist Arthur Christopher Benson to      
celebrate the crowning of King Edward VII.  In the United States of America, Pomp and          
Circumstance, also known as Land of Hope and Glory, is currently played at graduation           
ceremonies as a processional or recessional. 
 You will be hearing this piece played at the Good Shepherd Lutheran School’s Pre-K       
graduation on Friday, June 16th at 5:30 PM.  The children have worked very hard practicing  
various songs relating to the theme, “We Are All God’s Creatures.”  The children have learned 
that they are creatures of God and they chose favorite animals, who are also God creatures. 
They will be wearing their graduation caps and receiving diplomas to send them on their way to 
kindergarten!  The infants, toddlers, and nursery children will have their Moving-Up Ceremony 
on Wednesday, June 14th at 5:30 PM.  You will also hear many animal songs, and you will get to 
get to see some teachers as well as children dressed up in animal costumes!  These end-of -year 
events are not to be missed. 
 It is hard to believe that I have only been here for ten months!  These months have been a 
whirlwind of activities and now the school year is ending with Pre-K graduation.  The looks on 
the faces of the Pre-K children returning from their kindergarten orientation is priceless.  The 
fact that a child who cried here for almost two weeks in September is always smiling and could 
tell me, “See you later,” the other day, (when prompted to say good-bye by her mother) is 
thrilling.  A special needs child (who is now receiving services from the school district, thanks to 
his excellent teacher) waving to me and saying, “Hello,” is a wonderful improvement.  These are 
the things I will remember and rejoice in when I am drowning in reams of paperwork and     
regulations because I always keep in mind the mission of our school: “to provide a Christ-
centered environment in which we guide our children socially, spiritually, intellectually and 
physically.” 
 Yes, the school has accomplished many other things this year, (purchasing new equipment, 
increasing enrollment numbers, and refining operational procedures), but the smiles on the 
faces of children and staff as well as the countless hugs the staff receives daily are the real    
victories of the school year. 
 The children will sing in church at the 10:15 a.m. service on Father’s Day, June 18th, so 
please mark your calendars now!  Some fathers attended our Mother’s Day/Special Person’s 
Day teas, which we held on Wednesday, May 10th, but we also want to honor fathers on their 
special day! 
 Monday, June 26th is the beginning of our Summer SPLASH Camp, which will be in session 
until August 18th.  If you have not signed up your child for a summer program yet, you could not 
find a more exciting, loving or fun-filled camp!  Each week will have a theme and will culminate 
in a camp show to be held on the last day of camp.  The summer SPLASH Camp is for children 
ages 6 weeks old to 12 years old, and the older campers will be going on field trips as well as 
taking advantage of all the on-campus activities. 
 I know many of you will be experiencing “Pomp and Circumstance” at graduation           
ceremonies this June, whether it be Pre-K, Kindergarten, Junior High, High School, or College 
graduations.  The song and the image of possibilities for the graduates are sure to bring a tear 
to your eyes!  Please continue to keep the school families and staff members in your prayers. 

Peace and Blessings, 

 

Teresa Ratkowski 
School Director 



 

 

 Our goal was to gather at least 493 people -- the number of 
Long Islanders who died of opioid overdoses in 2016.  Nearly 
1,300 people crowded into the gym, and many others couldn't get 

in. 

 We heard commitments of specific action from 207 high 
school students, 23 congregations, 6 public school districts,     
Episcopal Bishop Provenzano, and Suffolk County Police Commis-

sioner Sini.  We 
launched the 
#MyHigh social 
media  cam-
paign, heard moving stories from people who have been profound-
ly    affected by this epidemic, and heard inspiring closing remarks 
from Catholic Bishop Barres and Elsie Demers of the Long Island     

Recovery Association. 

 We are grateful to St. Anthony's for its generosity in hosting us 
and its flexibility as the crowd grew far beyond what anyone      

expected. 

 Many thanks to everyone who spoke, to the diverse team of leaders who planned the event, and to everyone 
who brought friends, family and others.  Special thanks to the high school students who came to numerous after-

school planning meetings to plan and prepare.  Your work paid off! 

 

 Thank you to all who attended the April 26th summit at St. Anthony's High School -- 
a powerful first meeting of the Long Island Covenant to End the 

Opioid Epidemic!  We had an overwhelming response!  

THE “CROWDED” ROOM WHERE IT HAPPENED! 

OUTSTANDING TURNOUT FOR LICAN’S 

ANTI-OPIOID EVENT AT ST. ANTHONY’S 

What is Good Shepherd’s Next Step 

in Fulfilling our Commitment? 

 

At this meeting, Good Shepherd       

Lutheran Church & School made its  

commitment to this mission.  On    

Monday, June 19, at 7:30 p.m. LICAN 

will be training us on How to Conduct 

a Listening Campaign.   

 

Your attendance is imperative. 



 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD BLOOD DRIVE 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24TH  

8:30 A.M.—2:30 P.M. 

PLEASE DONATE! 

 

On Saturday, June 24, from 8:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., Good Shepherd     
Lutheran Church will be holding a blood drive in the school gym in 
memory of Firefighters Richard Dellacona, Ex Chief of Westbury Fire 
Department, who died from 9/11 related illness, and Brian Hickey, Ex 
Chief of Bethpage Fire Department and Captain of Rescue 4FDNY, who 
died on 9/11/01. 

 

 

 Although I am not currently a school board member, my husband is, and I work with the Good Shepherd Lutheran School 

daily in my role as Treasurer and have for over 25 years.  Today I am speaking on behalf of the school board.  I don’t know the ex-

act date the Our Kids’ Scholarship Fund was established, but I know it was sometime in the mid to late 1990s as I was then the 

president of the school board.  It was established to assist families attending Good Shepherd Lutheran School who otherwise 

would not have been able to afford to attend.  The end of fiscal 2001 the fund has given $39,131 in scholarship.  During the past 

year, $10K was disbursed for families in need.  We are asking for your help today as the fund is almost depleted, and we continue 

to have families in need. 

 On Friday, May 19, we were planning to hold an Art Auction.  The goal of the event had been for our school and church 

families to enjoy an evening of fellowship and fun while raising funds for OUR KIDS Scholarship fund.  By now you must know that 

the Art Auction committee had to cancel the event.  This was a joint effort by members of the congregation along with our 

school’s parent/teacher organization.  

 No longer having that opportunity, I am asking for your support.  Over the past several years, during the annual appeal, 

participation by the school board has been 100 percent. Personally, my husband and I have given to the fund almost every single 

year since it was established.  But we cannot do it alone.  Using the envelopes available in the narthex I ask you to give until it 

hurts. 

 For many of our school parents, a two-income family is a necessity to live on Long Island and this can only be accom-

plished by entrusting their child into the care of a facility like Good Shepherd Lutheran School.  I encourage you to take a slow 

walk the next time you are on your way to the gym and dare you not to smile at the atmosphere that surrounds you.  This is what 

parents experience and desire for their child. I pray that each and every one of you will do what you can to help us replenish the 

fund for children attending next year and years beyond. 

 Thank you for listening and caring. 

- Submitted by Dell-Ann Benson 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 As the fiscal year draws to a close at the end of June, this meeting provides us an opportuni-
ty to look back and also to look forward.  Since last June 15 people have joined our                
congregation, 6 members have died, 8 children have been received into Holy Baptism, and we 
have been averaging an attendance of 182 per Sunday.  What a change from a few years ago!  
While these numbers are the stuff of synodical reports and tell us we are growing, they do not 

indicate the true vitality of our congregation as we carry out our mission of Loving, Living, and Sharing Christ. 
 Numbers do not capture the joy Liam’s and Frank's parents felt as the life-giving waters of baptism were 
poured on their heads or the happiness we felt seeing these beautiful  children being added to God's             
Kingdom.  Likewise, the six who entered the Church Triumphant are not numbers to us but are Odd, Ruth, Al, 
Arlene, Dorothea, and Ruth.  They sat next to us in the pews and were part of our mission of Loving, Living, and 
Sharing.  
 We celebrate our forward-, beyond-the-curve- thinking School Board, who anticipated universal Pre-K’s 
future impact on our school and formed our daycare with a full-day toddler program and infant care.  We are 
the only Lutheran OCFS certified Pre-K and Daycare school on Long Island.  The regulations for both these      
programs are daunting; but, fortunately, we hired an experienced, truly professional director in Teresa, who 
eased us through our birth pangs.  This year we had 118 children enrolled with only 88 registered by last        
August.  We already have 103 enrolled for next year and 63 of 65 budgeted for our Summer Splash.  While we 
rejoice in these numbers, as we see the smiles on the children’s faces and the loving ways our teachers interact 
with these children we know we are carrying out our mission of Loving, Living, and Sharing Christ in our 
community. 
 Programs like ProCare and Tuition Express, instituted by the Finance Ministry Team made record keeping 
and tuition collection easier in our school.  We now offer the option of using credit cards for tuition payment, 
which has made us more user friendly with our constituents;  and the addition of Vanco for electronic giving 
makes it easier to give for those of us who have gone beyond the checkbook age. 
 We reach out into the community with worship services for the residents of White Oaks and Huntington 
Hills once a month and pizza, fellowship, and prayer with residents of Shepherd Hill.  We are part of the LICAN    
Covenant in the battle against the Opioid epidemic where it is estimated more than 2 children and young adults 
will die a day on LI.  We decry this loss of promise and become part of the solution in our mission of Loving, Liv-
ing, and Sharing Christ. 
 Worship and Music switches up the liturgy numerous times during the year to keep worship fresh.  We 
have made the Eucharist more inclusive by offering grape juice along with the gluten-free bread, added tissues 
to the pews, and now offer three alternative worships on Sunday night.  In addition to Taize and Sunday Night 
Alive we have added the Contemplative Healing Liturgy which offers a time for anointing, individual prayer, and 
laying on of hands.  We will be reaching out and inviting those in the community working on the issues of      
addiction as we carry-out our mission of Loving, Living, and Sharing Christ. 
 Our Social Ministry Team delivered over 2,000 lbs. of food, checks and gift cards to three food pantries 
over the last year.  Winter clothing, baby clothes and baby essentials, and several shopping carts filled with 
school supplies were delivered to The New Life Center, Helping Hands, and Faith Mission.  Used towels and    
toiletries were delivered to Faith Mission who open their doors to homeless people for hot showers on Satur-
day mornings.  Fifty-one shoeboxes of Christmas gifts for children and 85 Christmas gifts for children and       
disabled adults were given in our Christmas Shoebox and Christmas Angel project.  This giving becomes more 
meaningful and not just numbers when we realize people are fed (stomachs no longer grumbling), bodies are 
warmed, and babies are clothed.  We can imagine children’s eyes gleaming when they receive a new box of 
crayons, or Christmas gifts received unexpectedly.  We personally know how wonderful a warm shower feels! 
All of this is part of our mission of Loving, Living, and Sharing Christ.    



 

 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AMONG THEM?   
We will be receiving new members into our Church family during our 10:15 a.m. wor-
ship service on Sunday, June 25th and would love for you to be among them!  If you 
are interested in becoming a member, please join us for a special gathering in the 
east cottage following the 10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. worship    services on Sunday, June 
11th, to meet other incoming members and to address any questions or concerns you 
may have.  Light refreshments will be served at both meetings.  What a wonderful 
way to begin the summer!   

June 4 at 2:30 p.m. v Calvary 
June 11 at 8:00 pm v Cross of Christ 
June 25 at 5:15 v Trinity 

July 16 at 5:15 p.m. v Cross of Christ 
July 23 at 5:15 p.m. v Trinity 
July 30 at 2:30 p.m. v St Luke 

We’re playing softball, and at this writing our record is 2-2.  Below is our schedule!  
Please come out and cheer us on at Bill Meade Field (Town Hall), 200 Sunrise Highway, 
in Lindenhurst.   The ball field is located on Sunrise Highway, just west of Rt. 109.  The 
entrance is along the west side of the LIRR train tracks. Let’s Go GS! 

 The Education Ministry Team promotes the faith formation of the 34 children currently enrolled in Sunday 
School. Adult education in the Sunday School hour has included: a study of Islam; presentations on the lives of 
great Christians; a series on the morals of the Civil War; and a discussion of the Augsburg Confession.  Believing 
that education is not just for children, Lectio Divina Bible Study is held weekly through the year and informal 
discussion on faith based topics is held at Preacher’s Pub.  Education equips us for Loving, Living, and Sharing 
Christ. 
 To carry out our ministry we need updates, renovations and upkeep provided by our Property Team.  We 
need to be attractive looking and not rundown.  Property accomplishments include: cottage renovations         
including new floors and kitchen and bathroom upgrades.  They have also responded to infrastructure repairs 
warranted in our Insurance Carrier Report.  
 As we look ahead we will be replacing the gym windows with gifts mainly from FFG, but must also look to 
repair our rear parking lot and seal coat the front lot and parsonage driveway. As we look at the bigger picture 
we need to develop a strategic plan for the upgrade and possible expansion of facilities by: 
 

 Establishing goals that support our Mission. 
 Performing a full assessment of existing conditions of all building and grounds  
        in order to prioritize projects based on current and future need.  
 Develop the Capital Improvement Plan with preliminary cost estimates.  
 Develop the finance plan for the Capital Improvements. 

 
 This type of looking ahead can sound scary, particularly if we consider what could be big capital expenses.  
The topic of our recent Synod Assembly was “Faith not Fear,” as exemplified by Mary’s faith-filled response in 
the “Magnificat” to the Angel Gabriel when told she would give birth to Jesus. As she joyfully accepted this 
blessing, she had no clue Joseph would consider abandoning her, they would have to escape to Egypt, or that 
this road would eventually take her to the foot of the cross.  Like Mary, may faith replace our fears as we look to 
the challenges of our future and carry out our mission of Loving, Living, and Sharing Christ. 
  



 

 

DATE SERVICE ASSISTING MINISTERS LECTOR USHERS 
ETHEL’S 

COFFE HOUR 

June 4 

Day of Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 

  

10:15 a.m. 

  

  

6:00 p.m.  

Karin Kienle 

 

John Schwaninger 

Lori Mason 

  

Lori DeFilippis 

  

 

 Paul Wenger  

 

  

John Bird 

 

 

Sue Devine 

Pat Fiedler 

Donna Hickey 

Alice Vorstadt 

Education Team 

 

June 11 

Trinity Sunday 

8:00 a.m. 

  

 

10:15 a.m. 

  

 

 6:00 p.m.  

Ronn Hall 

Lisa Cacchioli 

 

Terry Miccio 

Christin Walsh 

 

 Lori DeFilippis 

 

  

Ellen Sangesland 

  

  

John Bird 

  

 

Wendy & Jim Jansky 

Bonnie & John McGowan 

 

 

 

Please Consider 

 Hosting 

June 18 

Second Sunday  

Of Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 

 

10:15 a.m. 

  

 

6:00 p.m.  

Dell-Ann Benson 

 

Marge Wenger 

Liam Broggy 

 

Lisa Cacchioli 

  

 Rich Benson 

  

John Bird 

 

 

Richard & Ellen Benson 

George & Inara Hirn 

 

 

 

Please Consider 

Hosting 

June 25 

Third Sunday 

Of Pentecost 

8:00 a.m. 

  

10:15 a.m. 

  

 

 6:00 p.m.  

Bonnie McGowan 

 

Kathy Ocker 

Anne Rickmeyer 

 

Kurt Langjahr 

  

Lori Mason 

  

  

John Bird 

 

Kathy Aldrich 

Karen Faucera 

Dean & Annmarie Brown 

 

 

The Jin Family 

Altar Care:  Bonnie McGowan 

Join friends and supporters for LSA's biggest fundraiser. Stay for dinner and toast this year's "Spirit of 
Hope" honoree - Concordia College-New York, for partnering with our schools in Imagining Possibilities in 
Lutheran education. Take advantage of Early Bird pricing and book a reservation for yourself or a foursome 
by July 15, 2017! Don't golf? Come for dinner and celebrate our honorees!  The fun goes on from 10:30 a.m.
—8:00 p.m.!  Register online at lsany.org/what-we-do. 

http://lsany.org/what-we-do


 

 

  St. Benedict of Nursia’s (480 AD – March 21, 547 AD) fame comes from the simple set of guide-

lines that he established for the monastic life.  These guidelines, St. Benedict and His Rule, are im-
portant because it describes a form of Christian life that relates to both those inside and outside 
the monastic life.  His Rule is still being used to this day.   
 St.  Benedict was born in the year 480 in the city of Nursia, Italy.  His family was well to do, and 
during his teen years, he moved to Rome to continue his education in literature and law.  But while 
there he became disillusioned with the immoral lifestyle of Rome and its  political strife.  (We must 
remember that this was right after the fall of the Roman Empire, which is dated as 476 AD and Eu-
rope was in transition at this time).  With a group of priests Benedict relocated to Affile, Italy.  It is 
here that he    reportedly performed his first miracle by restoring a broken piece of earthenware to 
its perfect, original   condition.  Because of the notoriety of this and the many that came to see 
him, Benedict withdrew to take shelter in a cave in the ruins of Nero’s village, near Subiaco.  He 

remained here, living a hermit’s life for three years.  His only contact was with a monk named Romanus whose monastery 
was nearby.  Romanus gave Benedict a monk’s habit and provided spiritual and material needs; Benedict’s following grew 
and many adopted his spiritual teachings and principles.   
 Following the teachings of the ancient Fathers of Christian Monasticism, Benedict founded 12 monasteries with 12 
monks occupying each.  Unfortunately, due to a dispute with a priest named Florentius, Benedict decided to move on and 
relocate to the city of Cassino.  Soon after (525-529 AD) he established the Abbey of Montecassino.  It would  become the 
most famous abbey in Europe.  Instead of having small separate communities, this time Benedict gathered his disciples into 
one large community.  It was here that Benedict performed many miracles.  He reportedly brought a young man back from 
death and held the gift of prophecy.  It was also here that he built his monastery and established his monastic order.  And 
the local population, which practiced paganism, were gradually converted. 
 What exactly were Benedict’s Rules?  His Rule was concerned with the life spent wholly in community.  An abbot 
was elected for life by his Monks and held  supreme power. He often sought counsel from other members. He appointed his 
own officials and was bound only by the law of God. He 
gave instructions on humility, silence and obedience but 
also displayed a spirit of moderation. The monks were al-
lowed proper clothing, food, and housing.  The work day 
was divided into three equal parts—five to six hours of 
work, five to six hours of learning and praying, four hours of 
spiritual writings and reading of the Scriptures, and the rest 
for sleep. The whole purpose was to make the monastery 
self-sufficient.  
 It is known that Benedict was often influenced by 
the works of St Augustine of Hippo and John Cassian.  But it 
was the simplicity of his rules that have been found to be 
practical and that have been carried over these past 1,500 
years. Saint Benedict died on March 21, 547 AD.  In 1964 
Pope Paul VI proclaimed him to be the patron saint of all of 
Europe and his feast day is on July 11th. Benedict is venerat-
ed by the Catholic Church, the Eastern Orthodox Church and 
ELCA on July 11th.  It’s interesting to note that there is only 
one known Lutheran Monastery in the Western Hemisphere 
and that is Saint Augustine House in Oxford, Michigan. 
 

- Submitted by James B. Blewett 
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Olivia Ashrafi ~ 6/6 

Gregory Balos ~ 6/18 

Matthew Beers ~ 6/16 

Etienne Bouchard ~ 6/29 

Annmarie Brown ~ 6/29 

Elizabeth Cammarata ~ 6/30 

Lynn Carlson ~ 6/9 

Amanda Cerisano ~ 6/19 

Fiona Clark ~ 6/24 

Daniel Collins ~ 6/8 

Stephen Contos ~ 6/15 

Liam Doherty ~ 6/18 

Alivia D'Orazio ~ 6/7 

Patricia Fiedler ~ 6/6 

Nancy & Gerry Bergold ~ 23 years on 6/25 

Suzanne & Robert Beers ~ 29 years on 6/25 

Jadwiga & Robert Cutrone ~ 3 years on 6/7 

Deeann & Joseph Grappone ~ 35 years on 5/15 

Erik & Andrea Hansen 28 years on 6/25 

Gail & Stephen Haupt ~ 32 years on 6/16 

Diane & Ron Maisch ~ 62 years on 6/5 

Judy & Charlie Miranda ~ 59 years on 6/1 

Janice & Rudolph Pekarek ~ 66 years on 6/24 

Marieline & Edward Strauhs ~ 2 years on 6/5 

Nicole & Michael Steinert ~ 4 years on 6/21 

JUNE 
 

Marcella Fonzo ~ 6/17 

Gabriella Fonzo ~ 6/17 

Matthew Fox ~ 6/5 

AJ Jin ~ 6/24 

Yuna Kang ~ 6/23 

Rohan Kalra ~ 6/12 

Evangeline Kappatos ~ 6/7 

Sana Kawaura ~ 6/11 

Cassandra Lomnicki ~ 6/25 

Maximillian Ludewig ~ 6/21 

Grant Maffei ~ 6/8 

Emily Miccio ~ 6/21 

Melissa Milhim ~ 6/26 

Logan Moran ~ 6/20 

Christopher Murphy ~ 6/20 

Luca Pecora ~ 6/14 

Stella Russo ~ 6/13 

Florence Ruth ~ 6/3 

George Saueracker ~ 6/20 

Jack Saueracker ~ 6/30 

Ann Steffens ~ 6/2 

Roy Steinhilber ~ 6/2 

Samantha Strack ~ 6/25 

Brittany Thomas ~ 6/24 

Paul Wenger ~ 6/7 

Kaitlyn Whitenack ~ 6/12 

Hugh Whitenack, Jr. ~ 6/11 

William Wiegert ~ 6/26 



 

 

 Emily Miccio, is graduating from Penn State with a Bachelor’s Degree 
in  English. 

 William Richard Schulz, grandson of JoAnn Schulz-Dellacona, 
graduated from Stony Brook University on May 19, 2017, and 
will be starting Medical School in the fall!! 
 

 John Schwaninger had three grandsons graduate in 
May—two from College & one from High School 

 

 Samantha Valenza graduated from the University of Rhode Island in May 
with a BA in marketing and a minor in leadership 

 

 Danielle Vollono graduated from Susquehanna University on May 17, 2017, with 
a B.A. in Education.  

 Miranda Benson will be graduating Cum Laud from Seattle University on June 11.  
She will have earned two degrees: a BS in Marketing and a BA in Creative   Writ-
ing.  Miranda is currently seeking employment in Seattle where she plans to put 
down some roots. 

 Alexander Brienza is graduating from 2nd grade & moving to Vernon School in East 
Norwich/Oyster Bay! 

 Ron & Diane Maisch’s granddaughter, Kathryn Maisch, is graduating from high school.. 

 Luke Olsen is graduating from POB Middle School and will be going to POB JFK High 

School 

 Ashley Ruth, Florence’s granddaughter is graduating from Saxe Middle School and will 

be going to New Canaan High School. 

CONGRATULATIONS & ALL GOOD WISHES! 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING  Gloria Albreicht (Alice Vor-

stadt’s friend), Doreen Alexander (Karen Faucera’s friend), Anita, Helen Anderson, Jim Ander-
son (Lori Mason’s coworker)Pam Ann (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), Doris Aun (Rickmeyer family 
friend), Charlie Aviano (Garcia family friend), Jean Baker (Gail Kelly’s mom), Pat Ballard, Alex 
& Derek Bartkow, Elizabeth Bell (Terry Miccio’s friend), Paula Bennett, Marilyn Benner, Joe & 
Carol Berardino, Joe R. Berardino, Martha Berardino, Grace Berry, Eleanor Bierlmaier Dugan, 

John Binsfeld (Benner family friend), Edwina Bishop, Paula Bistany (Grappone family friend), Michael Bocina (Wenger 
family friend), Janet Brazel (Terry Miccio’s relative), Laura & John Brooks, Brad Carbone & family (R. Benson family 
friend), Lynn Carlson, Jennifer Carrieri, Bill Carroll (Rose Minnick’s friend), Olga Colandro (Olsen family friend), Jenna Col-
lins, Patricia Colon (Ann Rickmeyer’s friend), Gisela Conforti, Baby Maya Contreras & family (Alice Vorstadt’s relatives), 
Frank Costeira (Martha Peterson’s friend), David Cronin, Chris Cucci, Eleanor Davis, Frank Dell’Aquila (GSL teacher Diane 
Kideris’s father), Claudia DeMauro, Georgeann Diblasi (Sue Wakefield’s relative), Gregory Diehl (Dorothy Turaukas’s son), 
Denise Donitz, Anna Duda (Denise Bartkow’s mother), Lorraine Duffy, Steven Dux (Irma Carlson’s nephew), The Eckhoff 
family, Nadia Ellison (Lori Mason’s friend), Dilliana Edwards, Becky Ernst (Paul Wenger’s cousin), Julie Esposito (Christin 
Walsh’s friend), Richard Faithfull (Grappone family friends), Eric Faret, Ricky Fedyk (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Irene Fields 
(Vincent Cronin’s sister), Marcelle Figlo, John Franco (GSL TA Judy Misulia’s brother in law), Norma Gattulli (Kathy Prinz’s 
friend), Jackie Gentner, Lilah & Jim Gillett (Kathy Prinz’s friends), Ray Gorka, Jessica Gruenfelder (Lori Mason’s colleague), 
Florence Grovel (Veronica Savarese’s mother), Tom Gucciardo (Olsen family friend), Liz Haley (Lorraine Duffy’s friend), 
Kenneth Hall (Ronn’s brother), Sean Harrison (Lorch family friend), Ellen Harvey (Terry Miccio’s friend), Joan Healy (John 
Schwaninger’s friend), Diane Helmers, Kevin Hickey, Arlene Fraraccio (George Hirn’s sister), Margaret Holleran (Eleanor 
Pearson’s friend), Imari (Karen Faucera’s friend), Michelle Jackowdik (Annmarie Brown’s relative), Ben Jankowski, Bill 
Johnson (Kitty Hall’s relative), Louis Johnson (Bob’s father), Robby Johnson, Robin Kane (Rose Minnick’s relative), Alice 
Kirschbaum (Lori Tollefsen’s friend), Evelyn & Niko Kontonis & their family Mary Jane Krenkel (Terry Miccio’s aunt), Ken-
neth Lane, Martha Langjahr, Lois Lengenfelder, Michael Leva (Angel Lorch’s father), Avi Levinson, Jean Lombardo 
(Rickmeyer family friend), Angel, Jason & Christopher Lorch, Ron Lupi (Meyer family friend), 
Roger Luedtke (Sue Devine’s brother in law), Kim Maca (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Joe Marino 
(Annmarie Brown’s relative), Vanessa Masih (Lisa Cacchioli’s student’s sister), John Mark, Vir-
ginia Marshall (Sue Devine’s friend), Jim Mason, Matt Massucci & his family (Vollono family 
friend), Diane Matales (Lilli Schulz’s friend), Steve McCoy (Sue Wakefield’s friend), Patti McS-
kane (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Annette Meitzner (Roy Steinhilber’s friend), Teddy Moore (Miccio 
family friend), Maryellen Moyse, Karen Murphy (Donna Hickey’s friend), Jessica Nenni (Andrea 
Uzzo’s friend), Ann Ocker, Meghan Ortega (Lisa Olsen’s niece), Eric Page (Karen Faucera’s 
friend), Eleanor Pearson, Joe Pecora, Diana Petrielo (Terry Miccio’s friend), Bob Podewils (Boy Scout leader), Kathleen 
Power (our landscaper’s wife), Mark Prowatzke (Danny Wenger’s father in law), Gregory Rajan (GSL Little Lamb), Kerry & 
Doug Rausch & family, Bishop Rudy Ressmeyer, Nataly Rodriguez (Chris Garcia’s girlfriend), The Ricotta Family, Justin 
Rogers (Karin Kienle’s nephew), Mackenzie Ruff, Santino, Susanna Yacenda Savarese, Glenn Schabel, Gunhild Schabel, 
Margaret & Craig Schumacker (John Mark’s relative), Lisa Shaffer (Kathy Prinz’s friend), Sean & his family, Lorna Seeger 
(Sue Devine’s friend), Ken Sharvin (Pastor Olsen’s friend), Chris Shroyer (Austin Flink’s friend), Diane Sicca (Debbie Garci-
a’s sister), Michael Silber, Ed & Peggy Siering, Michael Siering, Jennifer Sorenson (Cathy Vollono’s friend), Matthew Span-
gler, Judy Stal (Christine Adolphus’s daughter), Josie (Vicar Adam’s friend), Ken Steffens, Charlie Strakele, Tara Stratton 
(Anne Rickmeyer’s friend), Ed Strauhs, Devin Suau, Carter Suozzi, (Kevin Ocker’s colleague’s grandson), Baby Raymond 
Tarnok (Pat Fiedler’s nephew), Joyce Tare, Debbie Tassi (Denise Donitz’s sister), Brittany & Sue Thomas, Julie Tripmacher 
(Terry Miccio’s relative), Sheryl Tubiolo (Karen Faucera’s friend), Nancy Tucker, Barbara Tung (Karen Faucera’s friend), 
Donald Unger, Ursula, Kathy Van Driessche, Jeff Wakefield, Sarah Waters (Lisa Olsen’s colleague), Clifton Weed (Fiedler 
family friend), Maya Wenger, Marilyn Weyant (Maisch family friend), Brother George Zenle (Wenger family friend) Jen-
nifer & Nicole (Genevieve’s Helping Hands). 

F 
OR OUR MILITARY: Keith & Kyle Calderone (Army), SGT Sean Hassett (Lori Mason’s cousin), CPTs Brian & 

Daniel McGrath (Grappone family friend), MAJ Paul Rickmeyer, Captain Robert Saueracker, LTC. Phillip Sounia, 
USMC & Corporal Nicholas Ventrelli-O’Connell (Patty Larson’s family friend). 

 
Roger Griffith & 

Vicar Adam Reinhardt 
Preparing for Ordination 

F 
OR THOSE WHO ARE GRIEVING:  The Lee family, Vicar Adam & his family and friends of 

his mother, Kathleen Margaret Patricia Reinhardt; and Deb Steinhilber and the family & friends of 
Ricky Stein. 



 

 

 Cheated. That’s how I felt this past week at the memorial service of a close colleague of mine. In life, she was a 

vibrant force of nature. She lead, we followed. She was also unlucky. She had colorectal cancer that had metastasized. 

Why hadn’t she been screened for it? Well, that’s the tragic part. Screening for colon cancer typically begins at age 

50. She was 48.  

 For me, a handful of funerals and memorial services stand out for a singular reason: they died too young. In 
some cases, way too young: a 35 year old, a 48 year old, a teen, an infant. Each time I felt cheated. The person lost 
cheated of a longer life. We loved ones cheated of their life with us. Our larger community cheated of their unique 
contribution to their community and larger society. These losses leave holes in our lives – holes difficult to replace, or, 
worse, that are irreplaceable.  
 Our congregations juggle a delicate balance. At funerals we gather to grieve, comfort each other, and celebrate 
the life of our loved one. We yearn to hear words spoken and sung offering solace, and, yes, hope. Death is not the 
last word. Most funerals and memorial services minister to those yearnings. However, there is an added  burden 
when someone has died too young. Recognizing our sense of feeling cheated – with its outrage and anger – assists 
our mourners to more fully metabolize - digest - tragic losses that none of us are equipped to handle.   
 The loss of another close friend - a working mom with 2 daughters under 5 – struck down by cancer at 35 felt 
incomprehensible. At her memorial close friends spoke fondly, some humorously of our lost friend, trying to offer  
solace. But one friend expressed a sentiment I’ve never forgotten. He was “outraged” at the injustice of losing a friend 
so young. Outrage. Yes. That’s how I felt. Outraged and cheated. His words helped - helped me better identify and 
digest the indigestible. Some funerals and memorials services are tasked with helping mourners grieve the                
impossible, digest the indigestible. Certain losses, certain deaths, are beyond sense.  
 A psychological rule of thumb is at work here. The unconscious is capable of holding, side by side, contradictory 
experiences, emotions, and thoughts.  In our unconscious, outrage and hope stand side by side. Despair with       
laughter. Feeling cheated side by side with a sense of solace. Consciousness, our waking awareness, does not hold 
opposites so easily. We careen from one emotion to another, not in tandem but one after another, pushing back and 
forth. Kubler-Ross spoke of this in her stages of grief: denial, anger, bargaining, depression and acceptance. All true. 
Yet, incomplete. Rarely does grief come so orderly. Kubler-Ross shortchanged grief’s vast repertoire of emotions. 
 I invite all who mourn to welcome our fuller spectrum of human emotions roiling within us as we face the inevi-
table losses life brings us. We rage at some losses, especially the premature ones, AND, yet, we hold out hope. Death 
is not the last word. It’s ‘both / and’. We are more fully human for recognizing that both reside within us. 
 The intercession prayer from our Funeral Rite speaks to this ‘both/and’:   

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in… 
the resurrection to life everlasting.  
Beyond our liturgy rites, other spaces and relationships collaborate with our 
congregations in this important ministry. One such space, one such relation-
ship, can be found in seeking out trusted listeners who help us recognize the 
full range of our human emotions.   

 And one space offering such listeners is The Lutheran Counseling Center. 
 

 

 
 
Dr. Taylor is counselor-in-residence at Advent Lutheran Church in New York, NY, and at LCC’s Bronxville site, helping individu-
als, couples and families with a variety of mental health issues. Call the Lutheran Counseling Center at 516-741-0994 or 1-800-
317-1173 for more information or to set an appointment. LCC has nine counseling sites in and around metropolitan New York. 
Visit our website at www.lccny.org.  

OUTRAGE AND HOPE, SIDE BY SIDE 
              

  By The Rev. Dr. Thomas S. Taylor, PhD, LCSW-R 
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