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Greetings Fellow Chamber Members.   

 

For many of us, August is the big transition month when we wrap up the sum-

mer, get ourselves and/or our loved ones back to school, have that last vaca-

tion or long weekend and then turn our focus back to business and careers. 

Not that we are able to ignore business in the summertime, but somehow it 

seems less a pressing concern than does enjoying friends and family and all that the world has to 

offer. 
 

Recently someone asked me: òWhen is the Chamberõs busy season?ó  I laughed and said: 

òalwaysó. That is very much the case.  The work of listening to and advocating for our business 

community never stops. The work of better engaging our youth with the business community never 

stops. Our public events footprint is the most extensive of any organization in our region; from Feb-

ruaryõs Celebrate Morgan Hill community awards dinner, on through the summerõs twelve evenings 

of Friday Night Music and then on into Septemberõs Taste of Morgan Hill Festival (this yearõs Mor-

gan Hill Times Readerõs Choice for òBest Festivaló!). Meanwhile we produce regular monthly infor-

mational breakfasts and an evening business mixer while also organizing the weekly Monday 

lunch series.  We also make every effort possible to encourage and support the many other organi-

zations which fill up Morgan Hillõs busy events calendar. 
 

This summer our public entertainment efforts have been focused on the Friday Night Music Series 

(FNMS) , and what a season we are having.  It gives us great joy to see people from every demo-

graphic out on a Friday night kicking off their weekend.  If you have had the chance to join us this 

season, you know what Iõm talking about. If you havenõt been out yet, there are still the four Fri-

days in August for you to come check it out. This year we changed our FNMS advertising strategy to 

a mix of South County focused print media, online promotion through our website, cooperative pro-

motion through local organizations and a series of weekly paid Facebook advertisements.  While 

we continue to improve the event and its promotion, we intend to continue focusing our advertis-

ing on South County (SoCo) residents and workers.  Do the workers at your company know about 

the FNMS? Maybe your organization would consider having an employee appreciation night event 

at our event, or even set up an òif you worked here, you wouldnõt have to commuteó recruiting 

tent.  If any of those ideas interest you, let any of the Chamber Staff know and we will figure out 

how to get it done. 
 

Returning to the back to school theme, this Friday we will begin distributing welcome bags to all of 

the new teachers in our local schools. If you have promotional items (mugs, pens, etc.), informa-

tional items and/or special offers for our new educators, please get them into the Chamber offices 

no later than 1AM this Thursday, 8/6/15. 
 

Finally as your minds turn back to work, think hard about what you see as the future of Morgan Hill 

both as a place to do business and a place to live.  There are many, many issues before local gov-

ernment entities which have a dramatic long term effect on the community and your organiza-

tion.  Please do everything you can to be well informed and vocal.  As your Chamber of Commerce 

we are very, very interested in the issues which help or hurt your enterprise, and we need to work 

closely with you in order to be a clear and strong voice for your needs and interests. Please keep 

yourselves and us òin the loopó. 

 

Thank you for your time and membership, John Horner 

Like us on Facebook: 

facebook.com/MorganHillChamber 

ñBack to School, Back to Businessò   by John Horner, President  

http://www.morganhill.org/
mailto:info@morganhill.org
facebook.com/MorganHillChamber
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July 23, 2015 

 

To: Mayor Steve Tate, City Manager Steve Rymer, Council Members Marilyn Li-

brers, Larry Carr, Rich Constantine, and Gordon Siebert 

Re: Permanent Implementation of Morgan Hill Downtown Complete Streets 

 

 

Dear Elected and Appointed Representatives, 
 

From the beginning of the Complete Streets Pilot Project we stated that our biggest 

concern would be the potential consequences, positive or negative, for the busi-

nesses most directly affected by the proposed change.  
 

Attached to this letter are a spreadsheet and graphs illustrating the detailed feedback 

we received through a targeted survey of the downtown businesses.  Our methodology 

was to hand deliver one paper survey to each business in and immediately adjacent 

to the downtown core.  The survey was delivered on July 9th with a return postmark 

deadline of July 17, 2015. These dates were chosen to be as close as possible to the 

end of the trial period and before the Monterey Road construction projects got under-

way.  Forty-four businesses responded, thirty-five of which identified themselves and 

nine of whom chose to remain anonymous.  We delivered seventy three surveys, so 

this represents a 60% survey response rate. 

As you can see from the attached information, thirty out of the forty-four (68%) of the 

businesses reported that their customerõs response to the road change has been 

highly negative while only three (7%) reported that their customerõs response has 

been highly positive.  Summing up all considerations, 64% of the businesses oppose 

making the lane changes permanent, 11% are still undecided, and 25% support per-

manent implementation. 
 

Given this feedback, the Morgan Hill Chamber of Commerce recommends returning 

Monterey Road to two mixed use (vehicles and bicycles) lanes in each direction at the 

earliest possible moment.  We further suggest that other traffic calming and safety 

measures (such as better indicated cross walks, heightened speed limit enforcement, 

and similar reasonable measures) be considered for implementation as part of the 

streetscape improvements program presently under way and/or at a future time. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

John T. Horner, President & CEO 

2015 Executive Committee 
 

Board Chair 

Rich Firato  

Firato Janitorial 
 

Vice Chair 

Robert Airoldi  

Morgan Hill Life 
 

Board Secretary 

Fawn Myers  

Morgan Hill Unified  

School District 
 

Treasurer 

Phil Couchee  

Recology South Valley 

  

2015 Board Members  
 

Dr. Steve Kinsella  

Gavilan Community College 

 

Sam Kabert  

Value Business Products 
 

Brittney Sherman  

Marriott Hotels 
 

Ed Machado  

Commonwealth  

Credit Union  
 

Sunday Minnich  

Minnich Productions 
 

Dusty Perryman  

Digital View 
 

Matthew Bowen  

Intero Real Estate 
 

John Varela  

Asset Conversion Corp. 
 

Jeff Mitchell  

Morgan Hill Times 

 

Federal ID# 94 -1593675 
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Morgan Hill City Council meeting  

August 5th 2015  7:00 

17555 Peak Ave. Council Chamber  

City Council meetings are open to the public. 

Anyone who wishes to comment on an 

agenda item is given the opportunity to speak.  

(Typically three minutes) 
 

All opinions are welcome! 
 

Let your voice be heard.  
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August 3rd,     Mama Miaôs   275 E. Dunne Ave 

August 10th     Noahôs     17500 Monterey Rd. 

August 17th     Hanjung Korean BBQ  16105 Monterey St 

August 24th     Rosyôs        17300 Monterey Rd.. 

August 31st     La Nina Perdida   35 E. Main Ave. 

Sept. 7th     ** No Lunch**     **Labor Day**  

Time to get your applications in for the Taste of Morgan Hill 

100.00 late fee after Sept. 1st! 

Letôs Do Lunch - every Monday @ Noon  
A casual lunch where as many chamber members that wish to attend 

can get together for an informal meal together.  Everyone orders as they 

arrive and pays for their own meals.   No RSVP, just show up!  

ñGood Morning  
Morgan Hillò  

Breakfast  
August 6, 2015  

Sponsored by the Morgan Hill Rotary  
 

Hosted at: the Morgan Hill Community Center 

1st Thursday 7:30-9am 
$15 in advance or $20 at the door  

We hope weôll see you there! 

Chamber of Commerce August Events 

(408) 779 -9444  

After Hours Networking Mixer  
Sponsored by Heritage Bank  

18625 Sutter Blvd, Morgan Hill, CA 
Thursday, August 20th from 5:30 -7:30pm  

Free for Chamber Members!   

Please bring a new pair of childs pants  

(size 4T - 16) 

To the Chamber Breakfast and receive one 

raffle ticket  per item. 

http://business.morganhill.org/list/member/big-grill-bbq-teriyaki-6523
http://business.morganhill.org/list/member/round-table-pizza-of-morgan-hill-morgan-hill-459
http://business.morganhill.org/list/member/maurizio-s-ristorante-italiano-342


Ribbon Cutting at Coyote Creek golf course  
One Coyote Creek Golf Dr. Morgan Hill, CA 95037           (408) 463-1800 

Ribbon Cutting at Majestic Hospice and Home Health 
16360 Monterey St. Ste 140-150 Morgan Hill, CA 95037     (800)604-8025 


