
CURRICULUM OVERVIEW BY GRADE LEVEL

Topic Description 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th

Skills needed for College Success Students learn the skills needed for a successful transition to middle school and 
beyond, including goal setting, organization, teamwork, and communication.

Career of Interest
Students explore career trends and use a personality assessment to identify their 
job interests.  They learn about living expenses and how education impacts 
future earnings.

College Information Students review sources of information about colleges and explore different 
options based on their interest and goals.

SMART Goals Students reflect on their past, present and future and set SMART goals based on 
their dreams.  They develop strategies for achieving their goals.

Middle School Academic Planning
Students explore favorite careers and clusters and identify which colleges would 
be appropriate for those careers.  They develop academic plans based on their 
interests and future plans.

Academic Skills Needed for the 
Workplace Students research specific careers.

Growth Mindset
Students learn that they continue to grow and develop intellectually with hard 
work.  They discover their individual mindsets and explore strategies and tools to 
develop a growth mindset.

Learning Style Inventory
Students review different learning styles and complete the Learning Style 
Inventory.  They develop techniques based on this information to help them be 
better learners and explore colleges and careers that fit their learning styles.

Income vs Expenses
Students learn the impact of education on future income, the relationship 
expenses to income, the tools to build a budget, and the basics of borrowing 
and debt.

Build College Belief
Students discover the skills and attitudes that lead to success in college and 
work, and they participate in exercises that help build the belief that they can 
succeed in college.

Cost of College Students learn about the different types of college costs and expenses and about 
the different options for paying for college.

Personal Strengths Students reflect on their strengths and what makes them unique.

Careers in the Community
Students learn about the skills, training, and hard work required to succeed on 
the job.  They interact with community members from diverse backgrounds who 
share personal stories.

EXPLORE Test Results Students review EXPLORE test results, identifying areas for improvement and 
connect their results to colleges and careers of interest.

High School Academic Planning
Students investigate favorite careers and identify potential colleges to match 
those careers.  They will revise their SMART goals and academic plans based on 
this information.

Pay for College Students review college costs and financial aid options and develop financial 
plans.

Skills Needed for College Success Students learn skills to help develop them succeed in college, including time 
management, goal setting, organization, and test preparation.   

High School and College Plans Students review the credits necessary for high school graduation and college 
admission, and explore accelerated coursework programs.

SMART Goals Students assess their progress toward meeting previously set goals and learn the 
value of persistence.  They revise their goals, as necessary.

Career Clusters Students explore career clusters and pathways and link them to college options.  
They revise their academic plans, if necessary.

High School Academic Planning Students investigate colleges that fit with their career interests and further revise 
their academic plans.

Resume Students prepare resumes and activity lists that highlight their strengths and 
skills.

Informed Decisions on Career Paths Students explore career clusters of interest in more depth and link those interests 
to college options.

PLAN Test Students review PLAN tests, identifying areas for improvement and connect their 
results to colleges and careers of interest.

Budgeting and Financial Success Students learn how costs vary by geographical region and prepare budgets 
based on their current income and expenses.

Work-Based Learning Students explore work-based learning and develop a plan to find and work with 
a mentor.  They update their resumes.

College Participation Students learn about expectations for college-level writing and improve their 
abilities to gather, analyze, synthesize, and present information.

Personality Survey Students take the Do What You Are assessment and refine their career and 
colleges of interest.

College Visits and Admissions Students learn the basics of college admissions, including the essay, FAFSA, 
college visits, and scholarship information.

High School Academic Planning Students complete the readiness rubrics and review the lists of colleges to which 
they intend to apply.  They review and revise their goals and academic plans.

Personal/Social Opportunities and 
Challenges

Students learn about the skills necessary to succeed in college and hear stories 
from people who have overcome challenges to complete college.

Senior Year Success Students develop strategies for keeping academic momentum during senior 
year.

College Applications Students revisit their academic and career interests and apply for colleges, 
including safe, match and reach destinations.

FAFSA and Financial Aid Students prepare for and complete the FAFSA and search for scholarships.

Major Academic Challenge Students review tips for succeeding in college and learn about team building.

Reflection Project Students create a project looking back over their journey through the curriculum.


