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TOOTH RESORPTION 
 

Tooth Resorption refers to the tooth being attacked by the body causing the dissolution or the resorption of the 
tooth. There is inflammation and pain as the nerve is exposed. The affected tooth becomes weak and breaks off. 
The roots may resorb turning into bone or they can be retained, causing an abscess. 

Tooth Resorption, almost exclusively affects cats. It has also been described in lions and other large cats. The 
exact cause of Tooth Resorption is not known. This painful disorder is also known as: Feline Odontoclastic 
Resorptive Lesions (FORLs), Feline Cavities, Neck Lesions, and Cervical Erosions. 

Tooth Resorption lesions can be difficult to see in an awake cat because they often occur just below the gum 
line. Diagnosis may also include dental radiographs with a complete dental cleaning & examination under 
anesthesia.    

 

 

Signs of this condition vary depending on severity and the 
temperament of the cat. Some cats show no signs at all, while others 
may show some of the following: 

 Excessive salivation 

 Reluctance to chew food (which may lead to weight loss) 

 Pain (especially when teeth are touched) 

 Change in appearance of the gum (it may grow up the side of the 
tooth to cover and protect the lesion underneath) 

 Bleeding from the mouth 

 Grinding of the teeth 

 Jaw spasms when the mouth is touched 

 Heavy dental tartar on just one side of the mouth.   
 
Treatment of Tooth Resorption is important to relieve the pain and 
possible infection. The only definitive treatment is to remove (extract) 
the affected tooth.  This may seem drastic but while the resorption 
process is occurring, the nerve is exposed and the tooth is painful. 
There is no way to stop this process; therefore extraction is the only 
treatment. After the painful tooth is removed, the cat should feel much 
better.  Healing of the site takes less than two weeks, and the cat can 
return to their regular food by that time.  Pain medications (and 
antibiotics if indicated) are sent home to help during the healing 
process. 

 

 



Toxoplasmosis 

 
Toxoplasmosis is caused by a small parasite called Toxoplasma gondii that lives in animal tissues. 
Toxoplasma is widespread in nature and can infect birds and a variety of mammals, including 
people.  Eating raw or undercooked meat is the main source of human exposure to toxoplasmosis 
rather than exposure from cats. 

Cats can contract this parasite by eating infected raw meat (including wild prey), ingesting infective 
eggs in feces or drinking contaminated water.  Infected cats may or may not show signs of illness 
(diarrhea, fever, labored breathing, enlarged lymph nodes, eye inflammation and occasionally 
death).  Cats usually develop immunity to toxoplasmosis after the initial infection and usually will 
not pass eggs again unless the immune system is compromised.   

Other animals and people become infected by eating the incubated eggs, or any undercooked meat 
containing Toxoplasma cysts.  Toxoplasma may invade and form cysts in such organs as the brain, 
heart and skeletal muscle.          
    

 Pregnant women should not clean the litter box or handle stool samples. 

 The litter box should be emptied daily to prevent toxoplasmosis eggs from developing into 
their infective stage.  

 Children's sand boxes should be covered when not in use and you should garden with gloves 
on, just in case those areas are used as a litter box by a neighbor's cat.  

 Cats should not be allowed to catch rodents or birds, or to eat raw meat.   

 Do not allow stray cats into the household. 

 Wash your hands after petting or handling the cat.   
 
More importantly, pregnant women should not eat raw or undercooked meat; especially lamb, 
venison and pork and wash their hands thoroughly to prevent accidental ingestion.  

 

Picking a groomer  

 

There are many options available to you as a pet owner trying to find a groomer to groom your 

pet. In Minnesota you do not have to have specific training to become a groomer; people can get 

trained at a school, train on the job or even train themselves by watching videos. There are large 

corporations, small businesses that have several groomers or a single person grooming shop. 

This being said, there are many good, well-trained groomers out there but you need to ask 

questions and beware of the environment. Here are some things to look for. 

 > You should always be welcome to visit a grooming shop on your own 

      or with your pet.  

 > You should feel comfortable with the environment; the people, the  

      cleanliness and the look of the dogs on the tables.  

 > Groomers should not be yelling at the dogs, leaving them unattended  

      on the tables, or being rough with the animals.  

      NOTE: There is a certain amount of restraint that may be necessary  

         with dogs that may be aggressive, but it should not be excessive. 
   



 

Tips on Halloween Pet Safety  
 

Keep all pets indoors on Halloween during the day and evening. 
 
Make sure you leave your pets at home while trick-or-treating.  This event may overwhelm and frighten 
them. 
 
Keep pets away from candles and lit jack-o-lanterns to avoid injury 
 
When greeting trick-or-treaters at the door, keep your animals confined to an area in the house so that 
they do not escape.  
 
Confining your animals also may prevent aggressive or overly excited behavior that may be brought on 
with the presence of costumed visitors. 
 
In case one of your animals does escape, make sure that they have proper tags and identification in 
case they get lost. A microchip is a great way to get lost pets returned to their homes. 
 
If your pet becomes lost, contact the local animal control and animal humane society as soon as 
possible. 
 

Keep Halloween treats away from your pets and properly dispose of wrappers and 

decorations; all of these items can be potentially toxic and life threatening to the pet if 
ingested. 

What is Leptospirosis? 
 

Leptospirosis is a serious bacterial disease that can infect most animals, including livestock, wildlife, 

dogs and even people. Although cats are potentially at risk, they appear to have natural resistance. 

There are numerous strains (called serotypes) of leptospires, although each type is infectious only 

for certain animals, some infect several species. The bacteria are passed via urine into water 

sources such as, any stagnant surface water, moist soil, ponds and lakes. Dogs specifically could 

become infected with Leptospira by drinking, swimming in or walking through contaminated water. It 

can enter the bloodstream through a cut in the skin or through mucous membranes (such as eyes, 

nose or mouth). Signs to watch for are flu-like symptoms including fever, loss of appetite, vomiting, 

diarrhea, dehydration, weakness, depression, jaundice (yellowing in the gums, and whites of eyes) 

and/or lethargy. In severe cases, the disease can cause kidney and liver failure. 

 

You can protect yourself and your pet by removing food, garbage, or nesting materials from your 

yard that may attract wildlife. Discourage your dog from drinking from ponds or puddles. Practice 

good sanitation, including washing your hands and your children’s hands, when handling anything that 

might have your dog’s urine on it.  

 

There is a vaccine for dogs that have four of the most common strains of Leptospira bacteria. It is 

given in a 2 booster series then given annually. By vaccinating your dog before exposure to the 

disease, you may avoid the emotional and financial trauma of dealing with this disease.  
 


