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The Doctor is in: Internet Pharmacies.  
 

You’ve seen TV advertisements for Internet pet pharmacies - they promote the 
convenience of home shopping with the benefit of big savings but are they a wise 
option for you and your pet? 
 
PRICE: Internet Pharmacies are not always the cheapest source of medication, 
especially when you factor in shipping. Our goal is to provide the best quality 
product at competitive prices. 
 
REBATES: Our veterinary practice also passes on manufacturer’s promotions 
and/or rebates and these frequently result in greater savings. These rebates are 
not usually available from online stores or catalogs. 
 
CONVENIENCE: Using an Internet Pharmacy means a delay in getting your 
medication. It typically takes 1-2 days for the online pharmacy to contact us and 
process the prescription, then there’s a 2-5 day shipping time. In most cases, our 
pharmacy can have prescriptions ready within the hour. 
 
SAFETY: Any prescription medication purchased from our hospital has been 
inspected and approved by the FDA, and manufactured and packaged according 
to U.S. government regulations. Medications purchased online may have been 
purchased outside the U.S. and have different strengths and labeling than the 
U.S. products. Sometimes you can tell by checking the label. If approved by the 
FDA, it should say “Caution: Federal law restricts this drug to be used by or on 
the order of a licensed veterinarian”. Do not use products that do not have this 
warning or if the label has been removed. 
 
GUARANTEE: Pharmaceutical manufacturers will only honor product guarantees 
when the medications are prescribed by and purchased from the pet’s 
veterinarian. Internet and mail-order catalogs, do not qualify for the guarantees. 
 
INSURANCE: Pet Insurance companies require that all prescriptions are FDA 
approved. This may require additional paperwork when you use Internet 
pharmacies. When you purchase a prescription from our hospital there is no 
additional paperwork. Your hospital office call along with any prescription is all 
itemized on one invoice for easy submission to your insurance company. 
 
EDUCATION: Every week representatives from the pet pharmaceutical companies 
like Bayer, Pfizer, Novartis, and Merial visit our office. These representatives 
have access to the latest medication data and research, and are a valuable 
source of up-to-the-minute information. In addition, our staff regularly attends 
continuing education courses to stay up-to-date on the latest recent advances in 
veterinary medicine. 

 
Keeping your pet healthy and happy is our biggest concern at Animal Medical 
Clinic. From routine to advanced care, our veterinary practice is proud to offer 
the very best in veterinary medicine. 
 

http://www.animalmedical.org/
http://www.animalmedical.org/
mailto:frontdesk@animalmedical.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laser Therapy 
 

Laser therapy is an effective drug-free treatment for pain and inflammation. It is 
extremely well tolerated, has no known side effects, may decrease need for 
surgery and medication, reduces healing times, requires no sedation or clipping, 
and is quick to administer.  
 

What is Laser Therapy used for? 
*Osteoarthritis *Degenerative Joint and Disk disease 
*Hip Dysplasia  *Ear infections - acute and chronic 
*Dermatologic disorders like:  *Hot Spots, Dermatitis, Acral Lick Granuloma  
*Post-Operative healing                *Traumatic injuries like sprains and limps 
 

How does it work?  
Laser therapy uses “cold” laser light of low intensity to stimulate tissues to heal. 
Healing occurs by a number of physiological mechanisms. 

1) Laser light dilates blood vessels which can carry deoxygenated blood away 
and bring in fresh oxygenated blood faster. The departing blood also carries 
away deleterious by-products of injury and brings in fresh cellular nutrients 
allowing cells to rejuvenate faster.  

2) Lymphatic vessels are also dilated, allowing edema forming lymph fluid to 
escape injured tissue reducing swelling, which reduces pain.  

3) Laser light desensitizes local nerves so that they can not fire quickly 
thereby sending fewer pain signals to the brain. 

4) Healing tissue fibers called collagen align themselves in a more linear, 
uniform (“normal”) direction when exposed to laser light, which reduces 
scarring and improving the tissue strength of newly healed wounds faster. 

5) Bacterial growth is inhibited by exposure to laser light which makes it 
helpful in treating non-healing wounds, contaminated wounds and burns. 

6) Laser light stimulates the “battery pack” of the cells, called mitochondria. 
The mitochondria can then produce more ATP, which helps cells do more 
work. Cells can then get rid of biologic waste more quickly and efficiently. 
They also reproduce faster, resulting in faster healing.   

  

 If your pet has pain, swelling, or is healing from a wound or surgery, then laser 
therapy may be a great medication-free alternative or used in addition to 
current therapy plans. 

Feline Territorial Marking Behavior 
 
While some cats will take an active part in family activities, by nature they are 
solitary creatures with their own territory that they mark to claim as theirs. 
 

There are several ways a cat marks his or her territory.  Spraying urine is one 
way a cat marks a territory.  While the frequency increases with hormonal 
changes during the breeding season, spraying can also occur in neutered cats of 
either sex.  Most often, a neutered cat’s spraying is associated with conditions of 
overcrowding and/or aggressive behavior towards other cats. 
 

Now most of us think that when a cat rubs its cheek on our legs that he or she is 
telling us we’re loved.  That may be true, but in reality there’s more than 
affection going on.  Bunting (rubbing the side of the head against an abject or 
person) may also be a form of feline olfactory communication because the 
glandular secretions from the cats’ face are deposited on the object being 
rubbed.  When a cat twines itself around the leg of a chair or a person, it is also 
transferring odors, in this case tail glands. 
 

So being bunted by your cat is a good thing.  It’s his or her way of telling others 
to whom you belong. 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viral Papillomas 
 

Viral Papillomas, often referred to as oral papillomatosis, are benign, non-
cancerous tumors caused by a virus. They generally appear as wart-like or 
“cauliflower-like” growths around the lips, tongue, and mouth of young dogs 
(usually less than 2 yrs of age). Although less common, papillomas can also occur 
on the eyelids, the surface of the eye, or between the toes. Signs or symptoms 
may include halitosis (bad breath), excessive salivation or drooling, and oral 
bleeding.  
 

However, it is important to note that it is not uncommon for the affected animal 
to be without symptoms. This infection is primarily one of younger dogs because 
the dog generally needs an immature immune system to become infected. 
Infection occurs from direct contact with the papillomas of an infected dog and 
is not contagious to humans or other pets. While occasionally oral papillomas can 
become infected due to bacteria from the mouth, they’re generally not 
considered dangerous.  
 

Typically they should go away once the dog’s immune system matures and 
generates a response to the papilloma virus. Treatment is rarely needed; 
however, a large number of oral tumors could result in discomfort during the 
consumption of food. In these cases tumors can be surgically removed.  

Top 10 Animal Attackers 
According to VPI Veterinary Pet Insurance, here is a list of the top ten animals 
that caused injury to other pets: 
 

1. Snake                6. Javelina 
2. Coyote    7. Porcupine 
3. Raccoon    8. Ground Hog 
4. Squirrel    9. Skunk 
5. Scorpion  10. Rat 

 
A Javelina is a hoofed mammal from South America that is often mistaken for a 
wild pig. They are common in central and southern Arizona.  

Hyperthyroidism in Cats 
 
The thyroid is an endocrine gland divided into two lobes located on each side of 
the trachea (windpipe) in the neck of cats, dogs and other animals.  The thyroid 
gland primarily secretes a hormone, known as thyroxine or T4, and smaller 
amounts of other metabolically active substances.  Iodine, an element extracted 
from food during digestion, is actively trapped by the thyroid gland and is used in 
the production of the thyroid hormones. When the level of hormone circulating 
throughout the body is high, this is known as hyperthyroidism. Hyperthyroidism 
occurs in cats anywhere from the ages of 4 to 22 years.  The most common cause 
of hyperthyroidism is development of tumors within the thyroid gland.  The 
tumors are benign in 99% of cases.  Tumor cells are capable of producing thyroid 
hormone and yet cannot respond to the regulatory mechanisms of the body. 
Thyroid hormone levels increase as the thyroid tumors grow.   
    
Clinical Signs:  The most common signs of hyperthyroidism include weight loss, 
voracious appetite, vomiting, diarrhea and hyperactivity, increased thirst, 
panting, an unkempt coat, unusual vocalization (crying), or inability to tolerate 
heat.  On physical examination, your veterinarian may detect a mass in the neck, 
a rapid heartbeat, a heart murmur and/or muscle wasting. Approximately 25% of 
hyperthyroid cats do not have these classic signs and may be lethargic, have a 
decreased appetite, and may have muscle weakness and weight loss. 



   
Diagnosis of hyperthyroidism is easily confirmed when a blood test shows that 
the level of T4 is above normal. The increased thyroid can add stress to other 
organs and systems of the body. One of the complications is heart disease 
causing Hypertrophic Cardiomyopathy (thickening of heart muscle) which causes 
the heart to no longer pump blood throughout the body efficiently. Fluid can 
build up in the lungs and chest causing respiratory distress. They could also have 
Hypertension (High blood pressure). This can add stress to the kidneys and cause 
renal failure.  
It is important to do blood chemistries that look for the presence of diabetes, 
liver and/or kidney dysfunction. Radiographs (X-rays) are recommended to 
evaluate heart size and shape and to rule out the presence of tumors elsewhere 
in the body.  

 
Treatment: Three modes of treatment are available, oral anti-thyroid drugs, 
Radioactive Iodine, and Thyroidectomy. The first treatment most choose is oral 
drugs that are in tablet form and usually given twice daily. This will prevent the 
thyroid gland from producing T4. Most cats respond quickly to medication. The 
best and safest method of treatment is the administration of radioiodine. 
Radioiodine is an element that can be given orally or by single injection. It is 
trapped by the overactive thyroid gland and destroys the cells. The rate of 
recurrence is low. Unfortunately the biggest drawback is the expense ($1500) 
and time of isolation (2-3 weeks). There is also the option of removal. 
Thyroidectomy is the surgical removal of the diseased lobes. The T4 level usually 
returns to normal within 2 days. 
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